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Iraq Denies Massing Troops 
Near Kuwait 

BAGHDAD — Iraq denied on Saturday Haims by 
Kuwait that it was massing troops along its southern 
border in a threat to the ofl-rich monarchy, accord* 
mg to a senior Iraqi imdtary official. 

"We deny any movement or reinforcement of 
troops in southern Iraq,” the official was quoted by 
the official 1NA news agent? as saying. 

"There is no reinforcement of troops or unusual 
movement of our army anywhere in Iraq, 
particularly in the south," the official added. 

(Contd on Pg. Id) 
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Palestinian Police Torture 
Detainee to Deafli 

NABLUS, West Bank - A Faksfiman dehinee &d 
on Satmday in the autonomous West Bank town of 
Nablus after being tortured by Bniwtmiarii police, a 

| b a ni a n rSgfi f s grpiip said. 

Palestinian Society for the Protection of Human 
Bights and the Environment (Law) said Yussef 
Ignafl M a htmid al-Baba, 32, died in topitd where 
he had been taken several days ago. 

‘ '• (Contd on Pg.14) 


Iran Strategic Role In 
Middle Ensl Stressed 
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Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — French Foreign Min- 
istry’s Director General for Mid- 
dle East and North Africa, 
Jean-Claude Cousseran, here Sat- 
urday lauded Iran’s decisive role 
in the Middle East and described 
as indispensable the role it played 
to solve the crisis in Southern 
Lebanon. 

He made the remark in a meet- 
ing with Deputy Foreign Minister 
for Euro-American Affairs 
Mahmoud Vaezi. 

Underscoring his country’s in- 
dependent policy, Cousseran said 
that Paris is eager to upgrade bi- 
lateral ties with Tehran. 

He further expressed satisfac- 


tion over Tehran-Paris political, 
economic and cultural relations 
and called for continuation of co- 
operation in the future. 

Vaezi stressed that the two 
countries are desiroos for promot- 
ing cordial relations and that con- 
fidence is one of the main 
principles creation of which will 
pave the way for the two nations 
to boost their ties in the future. 

He said that key measures have 
been taken in recent years for pro- 
moting Tehran-Paris cooperation 
and that the exchange of visits 
between the two countries* offi- 
cials will pave the way for more 
political, economic and cultural 
relations between the two coun- 
tries. 


President Receives 
Qatari Foreign Minister 
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Problems Mount for 
Troubled Milosevic 


BELGRADE — With the opposi- 
tion looking ahead to an era with- 
out him, Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic’s woes deep- 
ened Saturday as teachers threat- 
ened a general strike and violence 
flared again in a province seeking 
independence. 

Students and other pro-democ- 
racy demonstrators geared up to 
hit die streets for the 74th day in a 
row in what has snowballed into 
the biggest challenge yet to 


Milosevic’s 10-year rale. 

And despite a recent rash of 
hints at concessions oral least dia- 
logue, the government remained 
tight-lipped. 

One of the opposition leaders, 
Zoran Djindjic, offered a first 

brief glimpse of his movement’s 
political and economic agenda if it 
unseals Milosevic in elections due 
by the end of this year. 

In an interview with the news- 
(Contdon Pg.14) 





Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Visiting Qatari For- 
eign Minister Hamad ibn Jassem 
Bin Jaber al-Thani here yesterday 
met with President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani and submitted 
the message of the Emir of Qatar 
to him. 

Referring to the historical rela- 


Welcomes VAE 
Mediation in Fighting 
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BEIRUT — A senior Sudanese of- 
ficial was quoted as saying on Sat- 
urday that his government 
welcomed an offer by the United 
Arab Emirates to mediate in Khar- 
toum's war with armed opposition 
groups. 

Salah Karrar, minister in 
charge of presidential affairs, was 
reported in the Saudi newspaper 
Asharq al-Awsar as saying that Su- 
danese President Omar a]-Bashir 
had a telephone conversation on 
Thursday with his UAE counter- 
part, Sheikh Zayed ibn Sultanial- 
Nahyan. 

Bashir voiced "Sudan’s favor- 
able welcome to his initiative,” 
Karrar said, adding, "as a result. 
Sheikh Zayed is to send an emis- 
sary to Sudan to begin discus- 
sions." 

Karrar said that Sudan’s mili- 
tary-lslamic lead government 
"posed no conditions for opening 
the talks" with opposition leaders, 
notably Sadeq al-Mahdi and Mo- 
hammad Osman al-Mirghani. 

But he stressed that they 
"should adopt patriotic positions 
by ending support for Ethiopian 
aggression, and by demanding »h«u 
Ethiopia withdraw its troops from 
Sudanese territory. " 



Khartoum has accused Ethiopia 
and Eritrea of militarily support- 
ing the Sudanese opposition and of 
having deployed troops on Suda- 
nese territory, allowing the rebels 
to control a large area in the south- 
east of the country. 


Sudanese opposition groups 
will meet in Eritrea next month to 
consider the UAE initiative to end 
the fighting in Sudan, an opposi- 
tion spokesman said on Friday. 

Osman al-Mirghani, political 
(Contd on Pg.14) 


tians enjoyed by Iran and Qatar, 
the Qatari foreign minister raid 
that his country is eager to expand 
ties in all possible fields with the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. 

He added that Qatar's foreign 
policy is based cm upgrading ties 
with Iran and that Tehran-Doha 
relations could serve as an exam- 
ple of cordial relations that may be 
developed among other regional 
countries. 

Al-Thani reiterated that his 
country attaches great importance 
to the measures taken by the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran aimed at 
strengthening regional coopera- 
tion and preservation of peace and 
stability in the strategic and sensi- 
tive Persian Gulf region. 

He underlined that Iran's ef- 
forts have had a positive influence 
in developments in the region, par- 
ticularly the thwarting of outside 
infiltrators. 

President Rafsanjani, for his 

Annan to Meet 
With Middle East 
Leaders at Davos 

DAVOS, Switzerland - UN Sec- 
retary General Kofi Annan raid- 
Friday be expects to be briefed on 
tire Middle East peace process this 
weekend by Israeli, Egyptian. and 
Palestinian leaders. 

The UN chief confirmed he has 
meetings with Israeli Prime Min- ' 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat and 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

"It think, we will obviously 
touch on the Middle East peace 
situation and the UN troops on the 
(Contd on Pg.U) 


part; stressed tint the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran is stiongly deter- 
mined to boost cooperation with 
neighboring coutries of the Persian 
Gulf. 

The president stressed that the 
enemies of Mam, particularly the 
global powers bf arrogance, aim to 
justify their illegitimate presence 
(Could on Pg.14) 


Mnttaqi claimed the raf teri ng 
business ' had dropped since- the 
TaJeban.imfitia took control of 
more titan two-thirds of the ‘ coun- 
try last September. 


China Slams U.S. Human 
Rights Report as "Distortion 1 


BEIJING — China on Saturday re- 
acted angrily to criticisms in tins 
week’s U.S. government report on 
human rights, accusing Washing- 
ton of "distorting" the facts, and' 
interfering in its internal affairs. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Tang Guoqiang said China "is 
firmly opposed" to the report, as if 
had always protected and pro- 
moted human rights in accordance 
.‘wife the country's laws and consti- 
tution. - 

"China enjoys political stabil- 
ity, economic growth, social pro- 
gress and national rarity, and die 
Ch in ese people live ami work in 

peace and contentment," the offi- 
cial Xinhua news agency quoted 
him as saying. ■ 

He said this proved that the 
government’s policy of putting 
"rights of survival and develop- 
ment" first was best for Chm» 

Beijing has frequently argued 
that for a developing country, 
questions tike human rights cannot 
take precedence over poverty 
eradication. 

"The U.S. government dis- 
torted ... China’s human right* 
situation in disregard of above- 
mentioned facts, which- gravely . 
runs .counter to the basic norms 


governing international rela- 
tions," Tang said. 

/The. U.S. side must stop its' 
erroneous actions of interfering in 
China’s internal affairs with the 
excuse of tbe human rights issue. " 

The fracas , over the report 
conies at a challenging moment in 
SimMJ.S. relations. . . 

; (*FF) 

Harmonious 
Islamic Entities 
Nominate’ Nateq 
Nouri for President 

TUim Times Service . 

TEHRAN — On the occasion of 
the February lO anniversary of the 
l^aimcRevolutknvk^orymidthe 
International Qods Day; fee Bar*., 
mamaus Islamic Entities <HIE) ^ is- 
sued a statement in which Majlis 
Speaker Oaqjyafrilrtnisin Alt Akbar 
Nateq Nouri hs^ been nominated 
as candidate for the prrrririrnry in 

foe forthcoming prMj dwitfr f 

tions to be held in July. -' .' 

The statement arid that the 
' HIE, following careful examina- 
tion in the past few months, has 
: (Contd on Pg.14) 


Tolebon Admit 
Difficulty With 
Poppy 
Clompdown 

KABUL -r Impoverished Afghans 
are growing poppies to feed them- 
selves in economically frustrated 
and war-tom Afghanistan, Tale- 
ban officials admitted -Saturday. ' 

Although Afghanistan feces in- 
ternational pressure to stamp out 
tiie cultivation of poppies, from 
which heroin is extracted. 
I nfor m ati on aivl Culture Minister 
Mulla Amir Khan Mnttaqi said it 
would not be easy. 

“ft is evident that to ban poppy 
cultivation is a difficult job 
(while) the problem of Afghani- 
stan is not salved tboroagtiy,! 1 he 
said, adding somepeopb were liv- 
ing off the . proceeds of poppy 
growing becanse the economy was 
paralyzed, and factories had been 
destroyed. 

"Notwithstanding all these 
pr o bl ems, we" want to seriously 
struggle against this menace," 
Muttaqijpromised. 

U.S; assistant secretary of 
state, Ttobm Raphel, during a re- 
cent tour of the.regxon, reportedly 
expressed her government’s con- 
cern over poppy growing in Af- 
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tofte HameoT 6od 

Tynd remember! 

your Lord within 
• JLyourself humbly 
and fearing and in a voice 
not loud in the morning| 
and the evening, and be 
not of the heedless ones. 

(HOLY QORAN) (7:205) 



a n Israeli soldier yesterday shot at innocent Palestinians 
iAinjuring seven people in a protest to the handover of the 
West Bank dty of Al-Khaii! (Hebron) to the Palestinian 
Authority. 

The incident happened at a time when negotiations on the 
status of Al-Khalil are still continuing and no concrete deci- 
sion has been taken in this regard. Besides, the coalition 
members of the ruling llkud Party are not unanimous in the 
handover of the dty to the Palestinian Authority. 

Infrastructure Minister Ariel Sharon, a staunch advocate 
of annexing all the Biblical Hebrew's lands, and five other 
ministers of the ruling coalition refused on Monday to sup- 
port Premier Netanyahu on the question of the status of 
Al-Khalil. At the same time, the far-right opposition Moledet 
Party submitted a no-confidence motion in the ruling party. 
In additin to such moves, another 15 deputies of the ruling 
coalition, who also oppose the accord on the handover of 
Al-Khalil to the Palestinians, expressed abstention. Netan- 
yahu, for his part, has threatened to form a coalition govern- 
ment with the Labor Party. 

As it seems, the situation is deteriorating rapidly in Israel. 
Until today, the Palestinians at least knew whom they should 
talk to. Although Netanyahu himself is an extremist with 
3 strong anti-Arab and anti -Palestinian views, the Palestinians 
I could so far, to some extent, count on the negotiations, 
f Netanyahu's government is indeed ir. a precarious 5m- 
| passe now. The Ssraaii prime minister has turned out to he 
i ?.r: impotent tlg'jre in ’s:2?.’s politics? scene. As a result, the 
l Palestinians era vrriuabv Jef; in bewilderment 

The Likud government is not trustworthy because it is not 
the one that can call the shots. 5t is dear that a bunch of 
extremists and fundamentalist fanatics are the actual deci- 
s ion -makers in Israel today. 

The so-called peace process has reached real deadlock. In 
other words, there is no practical way out of the present 
situation. The Palestinians should now realize that there can be 
no peace with the expansionist Zionist regime. Therefore, they 
had better find an alternative to the so-called peace process. 


Iran’s Embassy Refutes Russian 
Daily Comments 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Iran’s Embassy in 
Moscow in a statement on Tues- 
day condemned futile comments 
by a Russian daily that Tehran- 
Moscow relations are against the 
agreements already reached be- 
tween Russia and the U.S., IRNA 
reported. 

In its last week issue, Segodnya 
commenting on the recent visit of 
Russian Foreign Minister, 
Yevgeny Primakov, to Iran wrote 
that although Russia does not con- 
sider its military cooperation with 
Iran contrary to U.S. interests, it is 
likely that the American authori- 
ties are concerned over such a co- 
operation between Iran and 
Russia 


Iran and Russia, as independent 
and neighboring states, have es- 
tablished their bilateral ties on the 
basis of mutual interests, the state- 
ment stressed adding. Russia is 
not obliged to formulate its rela- 
tions with other countries accord- 
ing to US. interests. 

The paper had also claimed 
that Tehran-Moscow relations 
may create problems in Moscow- 
Washington ties. 

The statement further deplored 
the absurd remarks of the paper on 
the three Iranian islands in the 
Persian Gulf and said that such 
unfounded remarks stem from to- 
tal ignorance about historical facts 
and documents. 
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President Addresses Local People of Dehloran, Dam Greetings to World 


Christians 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — President Akfoar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani Md restart a 
large group of people in Dehloran, 
Dam Province, on Tuesday. 

The president said that he was 
happy to observe that despite the 
hardship of the war years, the peo- 
ple of Deldoian have an active 
presence on diffenent scenes. 

According to IRNA, he added 
that he had also visited the border 
town of Moussian in the province 
and that be was equally impressed 


TEHRAN — The new Uzbek 
Ambassador to Tehran Abdul 
Samari Heidarov submitted his 
credentials to Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Veiayati here on Wednes- 
day. 

At the meeting, Veiayati said 
that the boosting of relations be- 
tween the two countries and ex- 
pansion of cooperation with the 
regional stales will contribute to 
stability and security of the region. 
He also pointed out the two coun- 
tries’ membership in Economic 
Cooperation Organization (ECO), 
Organization of Islamic Confer- 
ence (QIC) and the UN and ex- 
pressed hope for the expansion of 
mutual cooperation. 

The Iranian foreign minister 
aiso underlined the religious, cul- 

Islamic Valnes Should 
Be Observed in 
Development Plans 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Majlis Speaker Ho- 
jjaioieslam Ali Akbar Nateq Noun 
said here on Wednesday that the 
Islamic values should be given 
due attention by the government 
executives who make plans for the 
country’s development 

Addressing a group of students 
from theological schools in several 
provinces, the speaker added that 
the mere development will be in- 
sufficient when not accompanied 
by exercising social justice and 
disseminating the Islamic culture. 
Fortunately, the government offi- 
cials are well aware of this fact 
and pay due attention in this re- 
gard, he noted. 

Nateq Nomi further stressed 
the need for Islamization of the 
universities, saying that the pres- 
ence of theologians in centers of 
the higher education will help to 
achieve the above objective. 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The northern city of 
Qazvin is to be turned into a prov- 
ince. Majlis approved the bill here 
Wednesday. 

According to an IRNA report, 
the province will comprise Qaz- 
vin, as the capital. Boeen Zahia, 
Alamo ut and Roudbar districts 
and Tarom-e Sofia, Avaj and 
Abyek towns. 

Covering .14,570 square km. 
the province borders Alboiz 
Mountain Range in the north and 
the Qazvin Plain in the south 

The southwestern and northern 
parts of the province have a moun- 
tainous weather with cold winters 


city continue their life with re- 
newed enthusiasm after the war. 

President Rafsanjani $«iti that 
as his administration im p l emented 
agio and irrigation projects. Dam 
Province of Iran would further de- 
velop agriculturally and industri- 
ally. 

Rafsanjani in Dehloran Tues- 
day inaugurated a vocational and 
professional school. The school 
occupies an area of 10,000 square 
meters and has six workshops. It 
has been built with an initial capi- 
tal investment of Rls. 1,815 mil- 


tutal and historcial commonalities 
shared by Iran and Uzbekistan, 
saying that these factors help 
boost bilateral relations. 

The Uzbek ambassador, in 
turn, stressed his country’s inter- 
est in strengthening bilateral rela- 
tions and cordial ties with the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. He noted 
that Iran is one of the most promi- 
nent countries in the region, with 
which Uzbekistan wishes to have 
stronger relations and more exten- 
sive cooperation in different areas. 

Heidarov added that Uzbekis- 
tan hopes to see the regional crises 
settled and further voiced his 
country’s support for the negotia- 
tions aimed at restoring peace to 
Tajikistan. 

iron’s New 
Representative in 
ECO Appointed 

Tehran Tunes Service 

TEHRAN — The Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Veiayati ap- 
pointed Nasrollah Kazemi 
Kamyab as the permanent repre- 
sentative of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran in Economic Cooperation 
• Organization (ECO). 

Kamyab is also director-gen- 
eral of the Foreign Ministry's bu- 
reau forECO-rdaled affairs. 


statement on Tajikistan was pub- 
lished as a duenment of the United 
Nations Security Council on Tues- 
day, IRNA reported from New 
York. 

The joint statement was issued 
at the end of the two-day talks in 


lion. 

The President also attended a 
meeting of local a dmin istrative 
council tiling them that be was 
ffmfidft nt that n ationa l infrastruc- 
tural projects would be complete 
in just a few years time after 
which, hesaid, the future admini- 
strations would be able to address 
their attention to other issues. 

He said Ham Province had a 
very high level of security for 
which he appreciated the Law En- 
forcement Forces of the province. 
In the same meeting. Governor 
Geneal of flam Province Ali Ak- 
bar Shabartiferd, and Majlis Dep- 
'uty from Mehran, Dam Province, 
Ahmad Nasseii Gohar offered a 
summary report to President Raf- 
sanjani on the projects undertaken 
in the province, dwelling also on 
the problems that had to be solved 
at the provincial level. 


Akbar Veiayati of Iran and 
Yevgeni Primakov of Russia De- 
cember 22-23. 

The foreign ministers consid- 
ered holding talks between the 
belligerent parties on the basis of 
safeguarding the interests of all 
political groups and of the princi- 
ple of granting reciprocal conces- 
sions as the only way to restore 
peace to Tajikistan. 

In a letter to the UN Secretary 
General Boutrus Boutros Ghali, 
Russian representative to the UN 
Sergei Lavrov and Iran’s Deputy 
Representative Majid Takht 
Ravanchi had called for the publi- 
cation of the joint statement 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The Iranian First 
Vice President Hassan Habibi ca- 
bled messag e of greetings to the 
world Christians on the occasion 
of New Year. 

In his message he expressed 
hope that 1977 will be the year of 
constructive cooperation among 
all countries and the freedom lov- 
ing people of the world to uproot 
tyranny and corruption. 

■ He also hoped that the New 
Year will be the year of elimina- 
tion of tension and establishment 
of peace, security, justice and year 
of protection of human rights 
away from discrimination. 

Habibi in conclusion expressed 
hope that 1997 be the year of re- 


Ambassador 

Meets 

Turkmen FM 

Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Iranian Ambassador 
to Turkmenistan Mehdi Muabtr- 
talebi met with tire Turkmen Vice 
President and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Boris Sheikhmoradov, in 
Ashkhabad Tuesday. 

Tbe Iranian diplomat delivered 
a message from Iranian Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Ali Akbar Ve- 
layali to Sheikhmoradov. Tbe two 
officials also discussed regional 
issues and bilateral relations. 

Iraqi Kurdish Refugee} 
Return Home From - 
KermnnsftoJj 

Tehran Times Service , 
TEHRAN — The last group 1 
Iraqi Kurdish refugees residing 
Tapeh Rash Refugee Camp in &' 
e Fol-e Zahab, western Ira b, l 
turned to their home country in I 
past few days, IRNA quoted an. * 
formed source as saying. • ~ ’ 
An official at tbe pro vim ■ 
Organization for Expatriates : 
Refugees Affairs added that a 
the departure of tbejast gnx? 
refugees the Tapefcifcfcsh Refr . 


Tehran of foreign ministers Ali 

Qazvin to Turn Into the 27th 
Province of Iran 


and moderate summers while the 
central and southern parts have 
arid and semi-arid climate. 


Ambassador 
Calls On 
Lebanese Mufti 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Iran’s Ambassador 
to Beirut. Homayoim Alizadeh 
met with the Lebanese Mufti 
Sheikh Mohammad Rashid Tabani 
on Tuesday. 

In his meeting, Alizadeh ex- 


pressed hope that the mu 
world over set aside all c 
ences and neutralize divisrv 
vices of the enemies of Mu 
an IRNA report said. 

He also congratulated 1 
for his appointment as mu 
Lebanoa 

In another meeting wit 
archbishop of tbe Orthodox I 
tians of Beirut Eliass Oudel 
Iranian ambassador congrati 
him on the occasion of the 
Year’s Day. 


Uzbek Ambassador Submits 
Credentials to Veiayati 

Tehran Times Service 


spect for nations ana their legiti- 
mate rights. 


ICCO Head Felicitates Christians 


on New Year 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The head of Islamic 
Culture and Communication Or- 
ganization (ICCO) Hojjaloleslam 
Mohammad Ali Taskhiri, in a 
statement foxed to the Tehran 
Times here yesterday, felicitated 
the C h ristians in Iran and other 
countries throughout the world on 
the Christian New Year. 

In his statement, the hojja- 
toleslam opted that the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran has in tbe past few 
years been holding constructive 
dialogues with tbe followers of 
Christianity in order to revive the 
moral and religious instructions of 
the divine prophets, which are the 
only cure to the problems facing 
the nations. It is hoped that such 
talks win bring about the resur- 
gence of moral principles and pro- 
tect the nations against the atheis- 
tic cultural aggression of the 
global paganism 

He quoted late leader of Is- 
lamic Revolution Imam Khomeini 
as saying, “If the teachings of tbe 
divine prophets such as Prophet 
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TASKHIRI 
Jesus Christ (AS), Prophet Moses 
(AS), and Prophet Mohammad (S) 
were completely observed by the 
Christians, Jews and Muslims re- 
spectively, the nations would not 
be suffering from the problems 
that are facing them today.” 
Hojjatoleslam Taskhiri further ex- 
tended his congratulations on the 
birth anniversary of Prophet Jesus 
Christ (AS), which was celebrated ; 
recently. 



Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — lran-Russia joint 


Croup was dismantled. 




nil Prices Confound Pundits 
; Again in 1996 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN _ The evident strength 
in oil prices has continued to con- 
found pundits rig H* up to the end 
of 1996 with tabes staying firm on 
the prospect of prolonged freezing 
weather in Europe and the U.S . 
The UK’s b enchma rk Brent blend 
rose to 23.70 dollars per band 
(dpb) Monday to leave prices av- 
eraging at more than 20 dpb for 
the year, well above the 1993 av- 
erage of 17.20 and far more than 
analysts predicted for 1996, IRNA 
reported froijji London. 

No one forecast any sustained 
price increases 12 months ago, 
where predictions were commonly 
estimated below 1993 rates. Some 
even warned that prices could 
drop as low as S dpb if Iraqi oQ re-' 


turned to the market. 

Although rates rose above 19 
dpb earl y in 1996, reports that Iraq 
wanted to conclude a limited UN 
oil -for-food deal caused prices to 
fall by up o 3 dollars. 

By the time of Iraq's return in 
December, oil’s strength was al- 
ready underpinned by a shortfall 
in stocks, more buoyant than ex- 
pected world demand and the fail- 
ure of hig e rises in non-OPEC 
production to- fully materialize as 
predicted. 

Analysts have continued to be 
very conservative in their price 
forecasts for 1997, again throwing 
caution to the wind by suggesting 
rates are more likely to (tecline 
than stay strong and even dive by 
the second half ofthe year. 


Relatively Rosy Prospects for Stock 
Market Next Tear: Analysts 


SEOUL — prospects of the stock 
market for the coming year are 
relatively bright, as for as long- 
term markei trends are concerned. 

The market will bottom out 
during the y ear’s first half and will 
then begin to rally along with the 
economy in (he second half. 

Investors, disappointed with 
the stock market crash towards the 
end of the year, are now con- 
cerned About the level of the bot- 
tom. How far wQl it foil and when 
will it rebound? 

Analysts dare say the bottom 
Korea Composite Stock Price In- 
oex (KOSPI) level will be some- 
where between 600 and 700 
points. 

This year, the market suffered a 
plunge of 26.7 percent in terms of 
the KOSPI, one of the worst 
showings in its history. It dosed 
the year at 651.22 points, down 
more than a third of the year’s 
high of 986. 84 registered on May 
7. 

The slowing economy, an over- 
supply of shares and such external 
market factors as the political con- 
troversy and industrial unrest over 


the ruling party’s railroading the 
labor reform bills through parlia- 
ment in December, have been 
blamed for the poor performance. 

The slowing economy, marked 
by the deceleration of its growth 
pace from nine percent in 1993 to 
the estimated 6.3 percent for the 
passing year, caused three compa- 
nies listed in the first division of 
the stock market to go bankrupt 
— Woosung Construction, Kuny- 
oung and Samkk Musical Instru- 
ments. 

The market was brisk in May, 
sending the KOSPI upwards 
closer to the 1,000-point level, and 
the government announced plans 
to supply new shares worth no 
less than 23 trillion won in the 
third quarter. 

Investors have had to worry 
about a glut of shares through the 
end of the year. 

In addition, financial scandals, 
including those which led to the 
arrests of a former defense minis- 
ter, a banker and an incumbent 
bead of the Securities Watchdog 
Agency, poured cold water over 
the market (IRN-V 


1 1 Stole Higher Educational InsKfulions 
Seek to Be Privafiied in Mongolia 


Tehran Tunes Service 

TEHRAN t In conjunction with 
1997 plans for education reform 
11 state higher educational institu- 
tions have applied to the state 
pr operty committee for permission 
to be privat iz ed in Mongolia. 

According to a project drawn 
up by the committee with the help 

Industries 
Contribute 18 
Percent to GDP 

TEHRAN — Share of industries 
in gross domestic product (GDP) 
is currently 18 percent and is 
expected to reach 23 percent by 
the end of the Second 
Development Plan (1995-1999). 

Minister of industries Moham- 
mad Reza Nematzadeh further 
said on Sunday that the share was 
10 percent during the 1980-88 
Iraqi imposed war. 

Stressing importance of indus- 
trial design and its role in develop- 
ment, he said, “So for 800 design 
engineering units. 80 research and 
renovation companies as well as 
500 research and development 
centers have been set up at various 
factories. (IRNA) 


of the World Bank the institutions 
will be turned into non-commer- 
cial private organizations, an 
IRN A-MONTSAME-O AN A dis- 
patch reported from Ulaanbaatar. 

The schools will be privatized 
by tender. 

The committee In conjunction 
with the Enlightenment Ministry 
will choose winners in the tender. 

Real estate on the properties 
will be privatized on a gratis basis 
as long as the buildings are used 
for educational purposes. 

The first institution to be pri- 
vatized is likely to be the Finan- 
cial-Economical University of 
Ulaanbaatar, one of the most pres- 
tigious institutions in Mongolia. 
Graduates of that school are in 
great demand and the committee 
believes it can get along without 
state financial support. 

The stale higher educational 
system consists of 7 universities, 4 
institutes and colleges, in which a 
total of 27.000 students are en- 
rolled. 
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Zagros Development Project 
Covers 16 Provinces 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - The Zagros Develop- 
ment Plan which covers 16 prov- 
inces of the country comprises 
projects in the fields of dam build- 
ing, gas, oil, agriculture, livestock 
breeding, fisheries, roads and 
transport, telecommunication and 
cul tural and educational affairs. 

It coves the entire or part of 
the provinces of West Azaibaijan, 
East Azaibaijan, Kuntestan, Zan- 
jan, Kennanshah, Hamedan, Cen- 
tral, Lorestan, 

Ghaharmahal -Bakhtiari, Isfahan, 
Khuzestan, Tlam j Kohkflpyeh- 
Boyer Ahmad, Fare, Horznuzgan 
and Kerman, IRNA reported. 

The project will cover 83 cities, 
34,039 villages with a total popu- 
lation of 16 million. Being imple- 


mented on an area with a length of 
1760 kms and width of about 200 
kins, it covers one fifth of the 
couiftry. 

A total of 150 billion cubic me- 
ters of water from anna! rainfall is 
accumulated in the Zagros area, 
that is 30 percent of the total rain- 
fall of the country. 

Furthermore 50 billion cubic 
meters of water flow into the area, 
equal to 40 percent of the flowing 
water in foe country. 

The project includes 68 large 
and small dams which are either 
constructed or are under construc- 
tion. 

With a capacity of about 25 bil- 
lion cubic meters, the dams can 
provide water for irrigation of at 
least L5 million hectares of form- 
lands. 


3.8m Tons of Processed Steel 
Produced Since March 


Excluding Mongolian stale 
University, all are subject to priva- 
tization. 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - A total of 3,850,000 
tons of processed steel were pro- 
duced between March 20 and De- 
cember 20. said deputy head of 
National I ranian Steel Conqrany in 
charge of plan and budget affaire 

Banks Offer New 
Instrument 

Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Major commercial 
banks and seemfties houses plan 
to jointly offer a new fimmcial in- 
strument combining a checking 
account and investment trust, pos- 
sibly in 1998, the Asahi Shimbun 
newspaper said Wednesday. 

The instrument, sometimes 
known as a cash management ac- 
count in the United States, is a 
product respondi n g to the planned 
“trig bang” financial deregulation 
recently announced by Prime Min- 
ister Ryutaro Hffihimoto, the Na- 
tional Daify said, as quoted by an 
IRNA-Kyodo-OANA dispatch 

The account has a settlement 
function for deposits up to a cer- 
tain ceding, while sums beyond 
the ceiling will be automteically 
invested in bonds and other secu- 
rities, the paper said. 

Mini-Hydroelectric 
Plants to Be 
Introduced 

RIAU, Singapore - Rian’s devel- 
opment planning board is consid- 
ering introducing 

mini-ltydrodectric plants to this 
province, a board official said. 

Head of the board's research 
division. Rocskin Har, said here 
Saturday the plants will make use 
of small rivets flowing through 
the villages in the province. 

He said that at present, the 
board is assessing foe feasibility 
of constructing these mini-bydro- 
dectric plants and that a Sin- 
gaporean investor bad already 
expressed interest in constructing 
them. V (IRNA) 

N. Sumatra — PT Pclab Uhan In- 
donesia (Petindo-1) in the coming 
fiscal year (1997-1998) plans to 
invest ip 113 billion for the up- 
grading and rehabilitation of fa- 
cilities in various seaports in 
North Sumatra. 

These funds will be. allocated - 
for a project which covers drcdg- ■: 
ing of port basins, coastal recla- 
mation as well as pier and 
warehouse rehabilitation, PT Pc- 
lindo-Ts spokesman Hasyim Lu- - 
bis said here at the weekend. 


Mousa Aqaie-Lankarani here on 
Wednesday. 

Talking to IRNA, Aqaie- 
Lankarani said the company has 
managed to attain 93 percent of its 
pro-determined targets. 

He said drat six million tons of 
steel are expected to be produced 
by end of die year on March 20, 
1997. 

He added that 1,146,170 tons 
of iron bars, 829,427 tons of rods, 
33,770 tons of pipes, 77,377 tons 
of junctions and 144350 tons of 
slabs were produced by his com- 
pany between March 20 and De- 
cember 20, 1996. 
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Hamedan and Yazd Export 
1813 Tons of Farm Products 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Some 932 tons of 
various agricultural products were 
exported from Yazd province, 
centeral Iran, in the past nine 
months, it was announced 
Wednesday. - 

Amir Saqafi, head of provincial 
agricultural organization added 
that the exports showed an in- 
crease of 43 percent co mpare d to 
the corresponding period last year, 
IRNA reported. ~ 

Dates, pomegranate, gr ap e fr uit, 
raisin, pistachio, walnut dried 
fruit and henna were among nugor 


items exported to Russia, Switzer- 
land. Sweden, Japan, Germany. 
Australia, Kazakhstan, Ukraine, 
Uzbekistan, Pakistan, the Philip- 
pines. Lebanon. Moldova, Czech, 
and Dubai, Sypfi said. 

- Meanwhile, some 881 tons of 
garlic were also exported from the 
western pmvinrg of Hamerian in 
the past rape months. 

Abdulbossein Habibi, head of 
provincial, institute of standard 
and indnstrial research added that 
the products were exported to the 
Unitaed Arab Ernintfes (UAE). 
Romania, Armenia andKuwaiL 


Nissan Motor to Make Pulsar 
inBritain 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN -Nissan Motor Co. will 
begin producing die Pulsar small 
passenger car at its British plant in 
March 2000, the Nihon Kogyo 
Shimbun said Wednesday, as 
quoted by an IRNA-Kyodo- 
OANA dispatch. 

At an estimated investment of 
3 billion to 10 billion yen, Nissan 
Motor Manufacturing (UJKL) Ltd. 
in Sunderland, win make foree- 
and five-door Pulsars at a com- 
bined annual rate of 100,000 vehi- 
cles, the industrial daily said. 

The Pulsar is the second-best 
selling Nissan car in Europe, fol- 
lowing the March The addition of ' 
foe model to the Nissan produc- 
tion list at .the British unit is to try 


. to turn mound its European car 
business, which is currently oper- 
ating <ata loss, foe paper smd. 

Nissan sold around 450,000 ve- 
hicles in Europe in the latest year; 
commanding the hugest share 
among JEapaneseautomakers. 

However; sales have been 
slumping in the past several years 
with foe latest figure lower than 
the beak 540,000 vehicles regis- 
tered in 1991* the paper said. 

British production of the Pulsar 
fc expected to raise Nissan’s local 
output ratio in Ertrope in terms of. 
overaU sales to nearly 90 percent 
from the ennem 70 percent, winch 
would help reduce excfemge 
losses by wild currency fluctua- 
tions, the paper said. 
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Developer Molds Collection Encompassing SuppUcation a f Kumayl 


History of Modem Sculpture 
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Would that I knew, my Master, 
my Allah and my Protector, 
whether You will give the fire 
dominion over faces 

fallen down prostrate before Your Greatness; 
tongues voicing sincerely 
the profession of Your Oneness and 
giving thanks to You in praise; 
hearts acknowledging Your 'divinity 
through verification; 

minds encompassing knowledge of Yon 
until they have become humble; 

| and limbs speeding to the places 
I of Your worship in obedience and 
( entreating Your forgiveness in submission. 

\ No such opinion is held of You! 

\ Nor has such been reported — thanks to 
f Your Bounty — concerning You, 

i O All-Generous! 

.1 

\ My Lord, and You know my weakness 

\ before a little of this world’s 

I 

| tribulations and punishments and 

\ before those ordeals which befall its dwellers, 

\ even though it is a tribulation and ordeal 

i 

i whose stay is short, 

\ whose subsistence is but little and 
| whose period is but fleeting. 


5 

i 

I 

I 

i 

■••A**' 


German Tourist Stealing Ancient 
Frescoes Caught Red Handed 


Spiderman's 
Publisher Seeks 
Bankruptcy 
Protection 

NEW YORK — Marvel 

Entertainment Group, the COmiC 

book publisher whose stable of 
super-heroes indudes Spiderman, 
filed for protection in bankruptcy 
court last Friday. 

Under the plan to the 

court. Marvel would embark on a 
525-million-doIlar recapitalization 
campaign in a bid to end throe 
years of tough economic times. 

In November, Marvel trimmed 
its work force by 115 workers, or 
a thud of its staff. 

By dilating the capital held by 
the public, the plan is expected to 
increase the clout of investor Ron 
Perelman, who already holds 
about 80 percent of Marvel’s com- 
mon stock. 

Perelman sought chapter 11 
court protection because the hold- 
ers of bonds issued by Marvel's 
holding companies — among 
them financier Carl Icahn — 
could not agree on a reorganiza- 
tion plan. 

“We would have preferred to 
recapitalize Marvel without hav- 
ing to seek the aid of the court, but 
the actions and positions taken by 
the bondholders prevented that ap- 
proach,” said Scott Sassa. chair- 
man and chief executive officer of 
Marvel, in a statement 

Under the plan. Marvel would 
get 365 million dollars in New 
Capital from Andrews Group, 
Perelman’s investment fund. In 
exchange. Marvel’s creditors 
would provide 160 million dollars 
to finance a strategic investment 
plan. 

Marvel said it would honor all 
its debts and maintain normal 
credit terms with its suppliers and 
licensors. 

The filing does not affect Mar- 
vel’s Panini subsidiary based in It- 
aly, or its restaurant activities. 

Toy Biz, another subsidiary, 
also continues to be independently 
listed on the stock exchange. 

Marvel was at 2. 37 per share 
Thursday on Wall Street. (AFp) 


DALLAS — Art history textbook 
pages come alive in Ray Nasber’s 
yard. Each day as the millionaire 
real-estate developer looks out 
any of the large, picture windows 
of his north Dallas home, be sees 
the thrce-dimensio nal sculptures 
of Henry Moore, Henri Matisse 
and Pablo Picasso that some only 
view on the flat page of a book. 

His Muqeum-style home seems 
miniature when compared to the 
famo us sculptures that surround it 
in an 8-acre (3 -hectare) sculpture 
garden that neighbors casually jog 
around. 

Although Nashcr has poured 
himself into creating just the right 
home for himself and his art 
collection, he is now exploring 
options for a new perfect setting. 
One option is Dallas' Museum of 
Art However, other cities arc 
also chipping at the chance to have 
part or all of the $250 million 
historical sculpture collection that 
includes more than 300 pieces that 
span works from Rodin through 
Joel Shapiro. The National 
Gallery of Art in Washington, 
D.C., the Tate Gallery in London 
and the Solomon R. Guggenheim 
Museum in New York City have 
all expressed interest. "The 
collection is without question the 
most important privately held 
collection of modem sculpture in 
the world,” said Dr. William B. 
Jordan, an art historian who 
recently retired as deputy director 
of Fort Worth’s Kimbei! Art 
Museum. 

Dallas city manager John Ware 
recognizes the collection's 
importance and doesn’t plan to let 
his city miss the opportunity. 

This August, Dallas approved a 
$250,000 study to build an aits 
district home for Nasher’s 
Medley. 

"Dallas will overnight become 
world class in the art world," Ware 
said. But Nasher isn’t promising 
anything just yet. He wauls to 
make sure his collection is 
maintained and housed properly. 

If that can be achieved along 
with finding a way for his 


collection to become the core of an 
advanced center of the study of 
modem sculpture, there is a strong 
possibility Texas will remain the 
historical collection’s home. 
"Dallas is so important to U.S. 
because this is where we live. And 
this is where \vc raised our family 
and our business, and (wlvcrc) wc 
developed the collection," l»c said. 
"So, it would be nice to be able to 
have it properly acquired into the 
community." 

Jordan, who first urged Nashcr 
and his late wife. Palsy, to display 
their collection in southern 
Mclhodisj University's gallery, 
said the collection would be an 
important cultural addition to any 
community. 

"The importance of the 
collection lies in its breadth and its 
depths," be said. "This is a 
collection of references. This is 
the collection the scholars will 
always have to refer to and study 
and use as a point of comparison. 0 

The Nashcrs didn't even realize 
the importance of their 
possessions until Jordan 
approached them in (he late 1970s. 
"They were a little hesitant at first 
whether tlicir collection was worth 
showing," he said, but "it turned 
out to be just spectacular.” 

And (lie small exposure was 
enough to lake the Naslicrs' 
collection around the world alter 
its meagerbeginnings in the 1 950s 
during archaeological digs in 
Colombia. 

Since the early 1980s, parts of 
the collection have been featured 
in Madrid, London, Tel Aviv, 
Berlin. Venice and New York. 

"We never really thought about 
a collection per se — that was not 
our goal," Nasber said. "We just 
determined that it would be fun 
from an educational point of view 
for our children and from an 
aesthetic point of view for 
ourselves." 

The hobby that began four 
decades ago with $5 and S10 
sculptures has grown into a 


multixniUion-dollar accumulation. 
Included in the collection is 
Rodin’s “Eve . ” Picasso's Head. 
Matisse's 1 ‘Large Seated Nude. ” 
Brancusi’s •“ The kiss, " Joan 
M iro ’ s ‘ ‘Moonbird ’ * Alberto 
Giacometti's bust of his brother. 

"Wc just selected pieces that 
wc wanted to live with, and that 
wc loved ourselves," Nasber said. 
"With our good fortune they really 
turned out to be important works.” 
But now, Nashcr wants to share 
the complete collection with the 
public. Normally only a portion of 
the collection is featured at a 
showing. J 

"He’s very generous in terms of 
loans, but he doesn’t relish having 
this many works out at one time," 
said Steven Nash, chief curator of 
fine Arts Museums of San 
Francisco, where about 73 pieces 
of the collection are enneotiy on 
display. 

Early next year, 110 of 
Nasber’s pieces will appear at 
New York’s Guggenheim. 

When pieces are on loan, 
Nasher feels as if his home is 
partially bare. So. he visits the 
showings whenever he can break 
away. 

"It's fun to just sit and watch 
the people as they relate to the 
works of art," he said. "It's fun to 
listen, you know, them not 
knowing who you are." 

(AP) 


SELCUK, Turkey — A German 
tourist trying to steal frescoes 
from the ancient city of Ephesus 
was caught in the act and arrested, 
a report said Tuesday. 

Manfred Lehmann, 66, was 
spotted with a hammer trying to 
break free frescoes on a column in 
front of a library built in 135, the 
Anatolia News Agency said. 

Lehmann, who also picked 


some marble pieces in Ephesus, 
was released pending trial on 
charges of attempting to smuggle 
ancient artifacts out of the conn- 
try. No trial date has been set yet 

Ephesus lies just outride Sel- 
cuk, about 90 kilometers (56 
miles) south of the Aegean Fort of 
Izmir. 

. m 


Egypt Says It Is 
Happy With French 
RestorationWork 

LUXOR, Egypt —An Egyptian 
commission of inquizy said 
it was satisfied with 
the way in which a Fiencb team 
was conducting restoration work 
at the temples of Kanoak in Luxor, 
southern Egypt 

The commission was set up to 
examine complaints about the qual- 
ity of the archeological work by the 
Karnak French Egyptian center and 
comes amid recent criticism by 



TEHRAN — Ke rman , shah , a historic city in the western part of Iran has inherited many historical monuments as covered bazaar 
caravanserai, arcades, mosques, takaya and hossemijehs . The decoration of the said attractions are very beanttfhl, specially the tale- 
works. One is Mo’avenolmolk Tekiyeh which is located at the center of Ker manshah . It was built some about 1890 A TI ^ ^ 
years that saw the height of Constitutional Movement at the turn of the century, the Tekiyeh was destroyed. later, however in 
1910, the Tekiyeh was restored. 


Egypt's antiquities chief of foreign 
archeological projects. 

Commission member Hossam 
Eddin Abdel Hamid said the initial 
conclusion from the investigation - 
was that the French team's work 
was "100 percent correct ” The ' 
center "has had recourse to the - 
most sophisticated restoration" 
technology . .. And has retied in its 
work on the most recent and most 
authentic scientific studies,* ' 
Hamid told reporters. 

Karnak antiquities inspccto:-' 
Sayyeda Abdel Radi in Kamair 
had accused (he center of iirinf 
harmful materials such as bind 
cement for its restoration wori 
and of damaging somearchcologi 
cal pieces. 

Earlier this mouth, Ali Hassar 
the new secretary general of th 
Higher Antiquities Council, ac *■ 
cased staff on foreign archcolog . 
cal projects of using digs ft' 
persona] or commercial gain. (Ai 
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TENNIS 

PhiUppoussis Destroys French Hopes 

o& PERTH, Australia: The explosive serves of Australia's 
tbe Mark Philippoussis Tuesday destroyed France in the 
we? 800,000 Australian-dollar (U. S. $640,000) Hopman 
71 Cup Tennis mixed team tournament. 

(dpt,) \fter a promising start for France when ^ary Pierce 
caa whipped Nicole Bradtke, Philippoussis' merciless as- 
the sault overwhelmed Guy Forget in the men's singles 
eo and proved the lethal factor in the decisive mixed 
•* doubles. 

| Australia's win in the cmdaJ tie means the un- 
seeded home nation still have some chance of playing 
in the final Saturday, while fourth-seeded France, still 
to play title holders Croatia, are out of contention for 
Major Honors. 

France have lost their first two ties in the tournament 
— going down to the United States 2-1 in the first 
round. 

Medvedev Joins Kafelnikov as First Bound 
Casualty 

^ ADELAIDE, Australia: Andrei Medvedev joined jevgeny 
rc Kafelnikov as a seeded casualty in the first round of 
t the U.S.$328,000 Australian Hardcourt Tennis Cham- 
pionship at memorial drive here Tuesday. 

The Ukrainian third seed finished the year on a dismal 
note falling to American Jonathan Stark in straight 
sets. 

Medvedev showed little fight in a 6-1, 6-1 thrashing by 
Stark in further bad news for tournament organizers 
following Monday's demise of top seed and French 
Open champion Kafelnikov. 

The world No. 3 Russian was dumped from the tour- 
nament in just 49 minutes by Swede Mikael Tillstrom, 
6 - 2 , 6 - 2 . 

Four seeds out in first round of New 

Zealot ul Women’s Tennis 

AUCKLAND: The International Women's Tennis Tour- 
nament here Tuesday lived up to its reputation as no 
. respecter of form with four seeds out in the first round 
of the U.S.$ 107,500 ASB Bank Classic. 

Austrians Barbara Schett (fourth) and Karin Kschwendt 
(seventh), Belgium's Dominique van Roost (sixth) and 
- Frenchwoman Alexandra Fusai (eighth) fell at the first 
hurdle as sunshine replaced cydone Fergus's torren- 
tial rain which canceled Monday's play. 

The biggest surprise was Schett's 6-4 6-4 loss to Ger- 
man 16-year-old Marlene Weingartner making only 
her second appearance in the main draw of a WTA 
Tour event thanks to a wildcard. 

Bruguera Sprints Past Stick 

DOHA: Sergi Bruguera, Spain's former dual French 
Open champion, caused the upset of the day here on 
Tuesday eliminating fourth seed Michael Stich 6-3, 6-1 
in the 625,000-dollar ATP Tournament. 

Bruguera, who slipped to 81 in the world this year af- 
ter a series of injuries, was a revelation against Stich, 
the 1991 Wimbledon champion, on a surface that is 
usually considered too fast for him. 

"It sounds surprising but Bruguera was too fast for me 
today," Stich said. 

FOOTBALL 

Savicevic to Leave A C Milan 

ROME: Dejan Savicevic will definitely leave AC Milan 
at the end of the season and join either Manchester 
United or Monaco, sports daily Corriere De/fo Sport re- 
vealed on Tuesday. 

The 30-year-old Montenegrin said: "My time here is 
over. I know already that I will be sold by AC Milan to 
the highest bidder. It will very probably be Manches- 
ter United but it seems Monaco have also made a 
good offer." 

His contract with the five-time European Cup champi- 
ons however does not run out till June 1998. 

Corriere Delh Sport added the departure of Savicevic 
has been planned for some time, even before the arri- 
val of new coach Arrigo Saachi about a month ago. 
And the paper added AC Milan will ask for 10 billion 
lire (6.5 million dollars). 



BREST, France (Dec. 31): The trimaran "Sport Bee" passes a 
super tanker entering Brest, as Olivier de Kersanson and his 
crew of six leave to try to win Jules Verne Trophy (around the 
world in under 80 days), currently held by New Zealander Pe- 
ter Blake with the catamaran "Enza" in 74 ddysr22 hours and 
17 minutes. 

7 Countries Ready to Take Part 
in Int’I Wrestling Contests 


TEHRAN — Pakistan, Estonia, 
and Palestine announced iHnrfnwci 
yesterday to tpke part in the Takbti 
Cup International Wrestling Con- 
tests due to begin on February 11, 
bringing the number of participant 
countries to seven. 

According to Iran's Wrestling 
Federation, Fiance, Azerbaijan. 
Tajikistan and Syria have already 
expressed their readiness to send 
teams to the sporting event to be 
held during the Ten-Day Dawn 
period (February 1-1 i) marking 
the anniversary of the victory of 


the Islamic Revolution 

The four-day inte rnation al 
wrestling competitions are sched- 
uled to be held in the northern city 
ofSari. 

In related news, Syria has said 
it will dispatch a team to take part 
in die Ten-Day Dawn gymnastic 
championships due on February 
12-14 in Tehran. 

Iraq, India, Hungary, Greece, 
Azerbaijan, Armenia and 
Kazakhstan have also been invited 
to participate in the international 
competitions. (JJtNA) 


Africans Favored in Traditional 
New Year's Eve Race 


SAO PAULO. Brazil — African 
runners are favored to win the 
72nd SL Silvester Road Race, the 
traditional New Year’s Eve com- 
petition on die streets of South 
America’s biggest city. 

At least 12,000 athletes — 
about 9,000 men and 3,000 
women — from some 20 countries 
will run Tuesday in (he 15-k0o- 
meter (93-mile) race along wide; 
skyscraper-lined avenues and 
through narrow, twisting streets of 
downtown Sao Paulo. 

Competing for a top prize of 
$10,000, runners will lake the 
place of the cars, trucks and buses 
dial normally clog and pollute this 
city of 10 millioa 

This year’s Held includes some 
300 foreign athletes, from the 
United States. Australia, Mexico. 
Argentina, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Peru. Chile, Bolivia, Ecuador, 
Paraguay. Colombia, Italy. South 
Africa. Algeria, Kenya, Ethiopia, 
Burundi and the Netherlands. 

Women athletes start the St. 
Silvester Race at 3:15 p.m. (1715 


GMT), while the men begin at 
5:00 p.m. (1900 GMT). 

Despite the large field, Marcelo 
Eduardo Braga, one of the organ- 
izers of the event, said no more 
than 10 men arid five women have 
any real chance of standing on the 
podium among the top five finish- 
ers. 

Braga and most sports com- 
mentators pick Kenyan athletes to 
win the men’s division. Among 
the favorites are defending cham- 
pion Panl Tergal Simon Chem- 
woyo, the winner in 1992 and 
1993, Joseph Kimarri and Peter 
Ndirangu. 

Tergal, 27, said he had been 
training for the SL Silvester since 
November and that his chief con- 
cern was the beat of the southern 
hemisphere summer. 

“I am in excellent physical 
shape, but my performance will 
depend on the weather,” Tcrgat 
said at a news conference. "The 
less heat and humidity there is. the 
better I will nm.” 



LAHORE, Pakistan (Dec. 31): Former Pakistan cricket star- 
turned politician Imran Khan shakes bands with his party sup- 
porters during a visit to his con s t it uency while campaigning 
for the National Assembly seat. Khan who is the chief of his 
own party "Tehrik-i-lnsaaf (movement for Justice) locked off 
his own election campaign for the general elections m Paki- 
stan, which are scheduled for February 3, 1997. 
(AFP PHOTO) 


Understanding Kung Fit 05 

Described by a Master 

ByJtffarQasempourJahangfr 

Skills of Kung Fu 

What Is Kuns FuT 


(Part 20) 

Five Principles of Kung Fu 

Kung fo Is the main mar- 
tial art in Far East where 
various techniques of 
martial arts are practiced 
and kung fo has had an 
undeniable influence , on 
all martial aits of the East 
because the greatest 
trainees of- kung. fu from 
East and West - be itse- 
cretiy or openly - have 
practiced since 4,000 years agp. In ancient times, 
kung fo appeared and was completed little by little 
and gradually it turned into a perfect sport and then 
kung fo was scientifically introduced and its techni- 
cal principles and philosophy of psychology were 
compiled and completed so that it tamed into one 
of the most advanced martial arts. Kung fo brings 
about health, cultivation of the mind. Kung fu tech- 
niques do not emphasize on power but as a general 
principle advise on keeping it up to the last minute. 




The kung fo player should become aware of his ri- 
val's power and does not react against iL He should 
always turn , the rival's technique into his technique 
and also get. maximum benefit from the rival's tac- 
tics to perform his own tactics — it is called r in kung 
fu view vee (per se). Meditation, Chee (breathing), 
and energy , needs no practice: since they . are ac- 
quired perse. 

On the whole, die martial arts can be divided into 
five parts: 

1) Rotative strokes of hand including all tech- 
niques of hand, fist, palm, knee, elbow, shoulder 
and forearm as well as head and thigh. Of course, 
some techniques such as daws of eagle and beak of 
crane are trained in some schools 

2) Strokes of leg involving all techniques of leg 
trained both In the South and North . ' 

3) Consecutive techniques, including 71 different 
angled and Ibddng techniques > 

4) Throw-downs including 36 techniques 

5) Martial weapons indtiding 18 different types. 
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KARACHI, Pakistan (January. 1): Pakistani police attests an injured leader of a refigious youth wing of 
Jamaat-Mslami 00 after the baton charge on tile New Year night, here. 

(AFP PHOTO ) 


Iranian Ambassador Meets 
Armenian Archbishop 


TEHRAN — Iran's Ambassador 
to Romania Mohammad Reza 
Morshedzadeh, met with patriar- 
chate Teoctist Arapasu, leader of 
the Romanian Orthodox church 
in Bucharest, on Wednesday 
where he emphasized the need 
for solidarity among divine relig- 
ions and continuation of dialog 
between Islam and Christianity. 

The diplomat congratulated 
the Romanian archbishop on the 
New Christian Year, saying that 
the Islamic Republic of Iran is a 
system based on religion admin- 


ISLAMABAD — Unidentified 
gunmen have shot dead a Shia 
leader in the Pakistani Province of 
Punjab, the sixth killing there in 
24 hours, police said Wednesday. 

Aynb Ali Siddiqui, president of 
the Multan chapter of the main 
Stria political party, the Tehreek-i- 
Jaftia Pakistan (TJP), was killed 
by two assailants on a motorbike, 
they said. 

Siddiqui, a banker, was return- 
ing borne from bis office late 
Tuesday in a scooter rickshaw 
when the assailants armed with 
automatic weapons opened fire as 
the vehicle slowed at an intersec- 
tion. 

The Shia leader who was criti- 
cally wounded was rushed to hos- 
pital where he died later. A 
passer-by was also shot but he 
was reported out of danger. 

Siddiqui's murder came hours 
after a central TJP leader Zulfiqar 
Ali Naqavi and four others were 
gunned down in the Punjab capital 
Lahore by unknown attackers who 
sprayed his car with bullets. 

Iran Ranks 1st at Int’l 
Qoran Recitation 
Competition 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Hassan Rab eeyan, 
the Iranian Qoran reciter, won the 
First International Qoran Recita- 
tion Contests held in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh. 


istering Divine rules. 

He referred to issues of mu- 
tual interest such as the increas- 
ingly developing relations 
between Iran and Romania, hold- 
ing of the llth Joint Economic 
Commission in Teihan and ex- 
port of oil from Iran to Romania. 

The archbishop for his part 
termed Iran as a country with re- 
ligiously committed people, add- 
ing that there have always been 
good relations between the two 
nations of Iran and Romania. 

ORNA). 


In the daylight ambush Naqavi, 
a ranrfMaie in the February 3 polls 
for a Punjab Assembly seat, was 
along with his 20-year 
old son. a bodyguard, his driver 
and a friend in Rot L akhpat , an in- 
dustrial district in the suburbs of 
Lahore. 

Several religious leaders in- 
cluding TJP chief Sajid Naqavi 
condemned the murders, describ- 
ing them as a planned “conspir- 
acy” to foment unrest 

President Farooq Ahmed 
Leghari and Prime Minister Malik 
Meraj Khalid expressing grief and 
anguish over the killings, said the 
government would deal sternly 
with elements who wanted to 
achieve their “nefarious” design 
by employing negative tactics. 

They also directed the provin- 
cial government to step up secu- 
rity to protect the lives and 
property of citizens. 

(AFP) 

(Contd from Pg. 12) 

KABUL’S .... 

shroud-like veil that covers its 
wearer from head to toe, with only 
a small patch of gauze to see out 
of. is a tenet or the Islamic sect to 
which most Afghans adhere. 

“The viewpoint and decrees of 
our religion — Hanafi Sunni Is- 
lam — are rather strict and do not 
allow women to have the face un- 
veiled," he said. 

“For example, if the market is 
full of men. and women are walk- 


ing around with their faces uncov- 
ered, this kind of situation will 
create corruption," The head of 
the Supreme Court explained it 
differently. 

“Sharia (Islamic law) allows 
women to have their faces un- 
veiled as long as there is no sign 
of agitation or lust 

However, we are now in an 
emergency situation, so it is right 
that women should have their 
faces veiled.' 1 Chief Justice Al-Haj 
Maulawi Abdul Gaffur Sanani 
said in a recent interview. 

Observers in Kabul said one of 
the reasons for the edicts was the 
Taleban were keen to retain the 
purity of their movement despite 
the attractions of the relatively 
cosmopolitan capital. 

“Many of the Taleban fighters 
are from the villages of south Af- 
ghanistan where these codes of 
behavior are a way of life. 

The Taleban believe that living 
in Kabul softened and corrupted 
the last regime so much that they 
were eventually forced to give up 
the city. They don't want their 
own men going the same way," 
said one observer who requested 
anonymity. 

Taleban not against women 
working under right circumstances 
Maulawi Baligh insisted the Tale- 
ban were not against women 
working or being educated, but the 
circumstances are not right 

“In principle wc are not against 
women working or women's edu- 
cation, but that requires security 
and the setting up of segregated 
offices, schools and transporta- 
tion,” he said. (Reuter) 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

72.... 

Turkish soldiers. 

The operation was launched 
Monday in pursuit of 100 to 120 
members of the Kurdistan Work- 
ers’ Parly (PKK). which is seeking 
to create a separate slate for the 
Kurdish people scattered mainly in 
eastern Turkey, Iraq and Iran. 

Turkish F-4 aircraft based here 
bombed Sinalh. while Turkish 
uoops crossed the border into Iraq 
in pursuit of fleeing PKK fighters, 
said Necati Bilican. the official, 
here in charge of coordinating op- 
erations against the PKK. 

Turkish uoops had advanced 
five kilometers (three miles) into 
northern Iraq territory by late 


Pakistani Shia Muslim 
leader Shot Dead 


Wednesday and were patrolling 
the area, Bilican said. 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

KABUL ... 

lets, canon shells and flares 
which illuminated the clear night 
sky. 

However, how many bombs 
were dropped and on what loca- 
tion — if any at all — could not 
be immediately confirmed; The 
ferocity of the ground fire made 
it almost impossible to distin- 
guish what booms were incom- 
ing bombs or outgoing fire from 
the city streets. 

The recent spate of jet attacks, 
most likely by forces of northern 
warlord General Abdul Rashid 
Dostam — a key figure in the 
aoti-Taleban alliance — are be- 
coming an almo st daily fixture 
for the capital. 

Air raids on the beleaguered 
capital have intensified in recent 
days, seemingly an angry Te ~ 
sponce to Taleban gains north of 
Kabul made last week. 

Taleban military sources told 
AFP Wednesday that their forces 
had made some further advances 
into villages south of the key Ba- 
gram Airbase — controlled by 
forces hostile to the Taleban — 
but this could not be inde- 
pendently confirmed. 


According to Hoaretz, Netan- 
yahu called Peres, the former 
prime minister Tuesday nighr to 
brief him on talks on Israel's 
troop redeployment in Al-KJralil. 

Israel last had a government 
of national unity between 1988 
and 1992 when neither Labor nor 
Likud had enough votes to form 
a governing coalition in Parlia- 
ment 

The Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas) pledged revenge on 
Wednesday for a renegade Israeli 
soldier’s attack in Al-Khalil and 
criticized the Palestinian Authority 
for neglecting the security of the 
West Baric town’s Arab residents. 

“Hamas pledges to its people 
and the entire world that the Zion- 
ists’ crime will not go unpunished 
for very long and that overall re- 
sistance to the occupation will 
continue until our people have re- 
gained afl their rights,** the Pales- 
tinian Hamas group said 

Tffa rfi soldier Noam Friedman 
opened fire on Palestinians in an 
open-air market in Al-Khalil on 
Wednesday, wounding at least six 
in a New Year's day attack aimed 
at nwrWm'ming an ap parently im- 
minent accord on Israeli military 
redeployment from the town. 

(AFP) 

. {Contd from Pg. 1) 

SERBIAN... 


J«. 

He was speaking at a car- 
naval-like rally in Belgrade on 
New Year’s Eve. when at least 
200,000 people jammed the city 
streets despite the freezing 
weather. 

A FP) 

(Contd from Pg. I) 

new .... 

U.S. firms and persons be sued in 
U.S. courts by U.S. nationals or 
companies for profiting from their 
former property which Cuba na- 
tionalized after the 1959 revolu- 
tion, and now is privatizing. 

That prospect has angered U.S. 
allies including Canada, European 
and ij<in American countries 
which do business in Cuba. 

Clinton must decide by January 
16 whether to waive Title in 
again, or to let the U.S. law’s most 
controversial clause take effect 

(AFP) 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

PRESIDENT .... 

Mehran was completely lev- 
died to the ground by the Iraqi i 
forces during the war time. Some 
3,500 residential and commercial 
units were constructed or recon- 



(AFP) 


(Contd from Pg. 1) 

PALESTINIANS.. 

Palestinian people and is aimed at 
sabotaging (he peace accords,” 
said Nabil abu Roudeina. an Ara- 
fat spokesman. 

“We call on the Israeli govern- 
ment to immediately put an end to 
such acts and help protect the 
peace process.” he a dde d . 

Arafat also spoke by telephone 
with Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak to inform him of the in- 
cident his spokesman said. 

Israeli Prime Monster Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu warned right- 
wing elements in his coalition 
that be would form a government 
with the opposition Labor Party 
if they did not support him on 
the issue of Af-Khalil. the 
Haaretz newspaper said 
Wednesday. 

Netanyahu gathered overnight 
Tuesday several of his coalition 
partners and warned them he 
would be “forced to think of 
forging a national unity govern- 
ment with the party ofShimon 
Peres, if the governing majority 
continues to be so, irresponsi- 
ble." the paper said. 

“I can't get anything passed 
with such a majority,” the daily 
quoted Netanyahu as saying. 

Infrastructure Minister Ariel 
Sharon, a firm believer that Is- 
rael should include all the bibli- 
cal Hebrews' lands, and five 
other ministers of the ruling coa- 
lition refused to support Netan- 
yahu Monday when the far-right 
opposition Moledet Party sub- 
mitted a no-confidence motion. 

Another IS ruling coalition 
deputies, who also oppose the 
accord on a handover of the 
West Bank city of Al-Khalil to 
Palestinian rule, joined them in 
abstaining, but the motion failed. 

Only two Moledet members 
of Parliament actually voted for 
the measure, indicating ihstf 
those who contest the accord re- 
ally do not wish to oust the gov- 
ernment, a step which would 
require 6 1 votes from the 120- 
scal Knesset. 


Belgrade is expected to give 
its response by Friday to the 
team fiom die Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), which has 
rnged it to accept the gains by 
the opposition together coalition. 

Together candidates won 13 
of Serbia's biggest towns and 
nine districts in Belgrade, but the 
results were canceDed by 
authorities, triggering die huge 
daily street protests. 

The shift in tactics Wednes- 
day not only gets around the 
government ban on the rallies, 
bat also focuses attention on the 
state-nm media's overt pro-gov- 
ernment coverage of the opposi- 
tion movement 

“We don't want to listen to 
their lies any more, so from 730 
p.m.to 8:00 pm (1830 to 1900 
GMT) — we wfll make noise;” a 
together statement said, quoted 
by the Independent news agency 
beta. 

Serbian television is consid- 
ered one of Milosevic’s most 
powerful arms. Opposition par- 
ties are virtually shut out from 
programming, and state-run 
shows are die only ones that can 
be seen all over the country. 

Belgrade students, who nave 
been bolding iheir own protest 
marches, also planned to join in 
the “noisy” action on the first 
day of 1997. 

The Serbian opposition 
started the New Year vowing to 
“accomplish in 1997 what we 
started in 1996," in die words of 
one of its leaders, Zoran Djind- 


structed in this war-tom city since 
the end of war in 1988 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

SUDANESE ..... 

Turabi told a parliamentary 
committee (hat the aggression was 
planned by Israel and the United 
States, in Eritrea, one of Sudan’s 
eastern neighbors, along with dis- 
banded Sudanese political parties. 

‘'Eritrea and (he opposition 
have of late taken to practices of 
looting and sabotage by planting 
landmines and destroying vehi- 
cles,” he added. 

Eritrea hosts an alliance of Su- 
danese opposition parties fighting 
in southern Sudan against the Is- 
lamic military government in 
Khartoum. 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

LIBYA .... 

ft said Kumar was told that 
Libya was “surprised by such a 
visit to a friendly country like In- 
dia.” 

JANA added that India has 
been “considered to be a pole of 
the Non-Aligned Movement and 
to have always had a positive 
stance towards the Palestinian 
cause in particular and issues of 
the Third World in general. ” 

Weizman arrived in India on 
Sunday on the first visit there by 
an Israeli head of statei 

(AFP) 
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\^Mega~ 'Truffle (Wins Over 2iong IKong r Diners 

HONG KONG — A monster truffle sons sacrificed at a special 
Near Year*s eve dinner in Hong Kong for 120 gourmets. 

The 620-gram (20-ounce) Italian fungus teas bought for 
00,000 Hong Kong dollars ($5,175) by a local hotel, outbidding 
chefs m Milan , New York, Paris and Tokyo , the South China 

Morning Post reported Wednesday. 

n It is wondetfitl to find something like this. It is like a 
dinosaur eggjrom Jurassic park, n said Mario Caramella, chef 
at the Grand Stanford Harbour View Hotel. 
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New Bodies Found, 
Bringing Total to 15 
in Greek freighter 
Sinking 

ATHENS - Frogmen found two 
more bodies from a Greek 
freighter winch sank in heavy seas, 
.bringing the number of corpses re- 
covered to IS, the Merchant Ma- 
rine Ministry said on Wednesda y . 

The cargo ship Distos was car- 
rying 2 1 people when it went down 
Saturday while taking a load of 
cement from the eastern town of 
Volos to the port of Athens, Pi- 
raeus. 

The bodies of 10 crewmen and 
two women, the wives of officers, 
have already been found, and the 
the body of a 12-y ear-old giri, the 
daughter of one of the ship’s offi- 
cers, was found overnight between 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Rescue workers are still looking 
forthecorspes of five sailors. 

The only survivor of the trag- 
edy, a 22-year-old cadet, was 
washed overboard and rescued by 
a fishing boaL 

The ship capsized in high winds 
off the eastern Ewoia peninsula 
with 21 people on board including 
18 crew late Saturday, but rescue 
operations were only launched the 
following morning 

Greek authorities believe that 
the high winds probably caused the 
vessel’s cargo of 5,300 tons of ce- 
ment to shift, causing it to founder. 

(AFP) 


Britain Faces Coldest New Year 
for Nearly 



LONDON, United Kingdom (Dec. 31): Henry Gano carves a large Happy New Year sculpture made 
of ice outside the Dorchester Hotel, London, where he works as a Kitchen Artist. The sculpture has 
been carved out over two days from sixty blocks of ice made out of 7,500 liters of water. Temperatures 
in Britain have been hovering around zero for days as freezing winds blow in from Europe. 

(AFP PHOTO) 


LONDON - Thousands of revel- 
lers descended on Trafalgar 
Square late Tuesday to welcome in 
llte New Year, braving the coldest 
New Year eve's temperatures in 
central London for nearly 20 years. 


Rebels Slick to Their Hard-Line, 
Demand Release of Jailed Comrades 


PERU - Meeting with journalists 
for the first time since the hostage 
standoff began, Peruvian rebels 
holed up in die Japanese ambassa- 
dor’s residence reiterated demands 
that their imprisoned comrades be 
freed. 

The tough position, announced 
Tuesday not long before two hos- 
tages were freed, seemed to over- 
ride earlier hints that the Tupac 
Amaru rebels might moderate their 
demands. Late Monday, president 
Alberto Fujimori refused to con- 
sider jail releases, but said that if 
the rebels freed their hostages they 
might be allowed safe passage to 
another country. 

The rebels revived their de- 
mand for the release of about 300 
fellow rebels during a nearly two- 
hour meeting with about 20 jour- 
nalists - including an Associated 
Press photographer - who entered 
the residence for the first lime since 
the crisis began two weeks ago. 

On Tuesday afternoon, the re- 
bels released Honduran ambassa- 
dor Eduardo Martel and Argentine 
consul Juan Antonio Ibanez, leav- 
ing 81 hostages in the besieged 
compound. 

The freed hostages looked re- 
laxed as they walked out of the 
walled compound. They were 
taken to a military hospital for 
checkups. 

Ibanez said the last thing he did 
was to say goodby to the rebel 
commandeer "gentleman to gentle- 
man" and that they wished each 
other a happy New Year. 

There was no immediate expla- 


nation for the release. 

With Tuesday’s release, two 
ambassadors - from Bolivia and 
Japan - remain among the officials 
ami business leaders held hostage 
since the rebels stormed the resi- 
dence Dec. 17, initially seizing 
more than 500 people. 

In the meeting with journalists, 
a masked spokesman, who identi- 
fied himself as rebel leader Nestor 
Cerpa, denounced Fujimori’s gov- 
ernment, but said the rebels are 
open to mediation by anybody, in- 
cluding Cuban President Fidel 
Castro or Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

He also dismissed Fujimori's 
hint that the rebels might be al- 
lowed to leave the country. 

"If I had wanted to leave I 
would have left clandestinely, as 
surely many dedicated people have 
done," he said. 

The new rebel statements 
seemed to reduce any prospect of a 
quick end to the crisis, which be- 
gan when the guerrillas seized the 
residence of the Japanese ambassa- 
dor during a cocktail party. 

Four haggard-looking hos- 
tages, including Japanese ambas- 
sador Morihisa Aoki, also met with 
the journalists, who entered the 
residence despite police opposi- 
tion. 

Peruvian Foreign Minister 
Francisco Tudda said he and other 
hostages were being treated well 
given the circumstances and were 
taking no role in trying to resolve 
the crisis. (AP) 


The overnight temperature was 
forecast at minus three degrees 
Celsius with the wind chill factor 
lowering it to at least minus 10. 

But that did not deter the thou- 
sands of merrymakers who blasted 
on whistles and stamped their feet 
to keep warm as crowds built up in 
the last hours of 1996. 

As light snow fell, revellers 
were searched by police at barri- 
cades on the approaches (o the 
square. 

It was thought that up to 
100,000 people would gather de- 


spite Scotland Yard’s now tradi- 
tional appeal for people to stay 
away. 

The Yard stressed there would 
be no entertainment on offer, no 
access to the fountains and con- 
star* danger of crushing. 

In 1982, two women were 
crushed to death in the square, and 
in 1992, police admitted they came 
near to losing control of a 120,000 
strong crowd as crash barriers 
buckled and the Irish Republican 
Army gave a hoax bomb warning. 

CAFF) 


Polish Hostages in Yemen Freed 


SANAA — Five Polish tourists 
taken by armed tribesmen in 
Yemen were freed on Wednesday, 
a mediator in the negotiations said, 
but the Polish Embassy was unable 
to confirm their release. 

"The five hostages are being 
driven to Sanaa under armed es- 
cort,” a senior tribal official who 
was mediating the Polish tourists' 
release told AJT. 

The Polish Ambassador to 
Yemen, Krzysztof Suprowicz, said 
he could not yet confirm that the 
hostages had been freed. 

Clinton Invites 
Netanyahu to 
White House 

BAIT-UL-MOQ ADDAS — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton invited Is- 
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu to the White House at the 
beginning of 1997 for “strategic” 
talks, the prime minister's spokes- 
man said Tuesday. 

U.S. mediator Dennis Ross de- 
livered the invitation, in a message 
from Clinton in which the U.S. 
president said he wants “to be 
briefed on the strategic situation'' 
in the Middle East. Bazak said. 

Climon also congratulated Ne- 
tanyahu 'Tor his firm commitment 
to the road to peace,” Bazak said. 

(A/P) 


They were kidnapped on De- 
cember 26 by the Beni Jabr tribe; 
which is seeking financial com- 
pensation from the government 

CAFF) 

Rescuers Free 150 
From Snow-Bound 
Russian Tunnel 

MOSCOW — Rescue teams on 
Wednesday freed about half of 
some 300 people trapped by ava- 
lanches for six days in a tunne l in 
the Caucasus mountains in south- 
ern Russia, Russian television re- 
ported. 

A total of 148 people, 22 of 
them children, were taken by heli- 
copter to Vladikavkz. the capital of 
North Ossetia, the NTV station 
said, quoting rescue services. 

The rest of the people still in (he 
tunnel were given food and warm 
dolhing. it added. 

ITAR-TASS said the ones that 
stayed behind did so because they 
did not want to abandon their cars, 
buses or trucks. 

Rescuers arc in permanent radio' 
contact with them, the news 
agency said. 

Sonic 100 rescuers struggled 
Wednesday to clear snow from the 
trans-Caucasus highway leading to 
the tour-kilometer (2. 5 mile) tun- 
nel but were hindered by more ava- 
lanches and rock falls. (AFP) 


35 Dnjured in ( Balccmy CeOapse 

AUSTRALIA — Thirty-five New Year revellers were injured 
offer falling Jive meters (17 feet) when a wooden balcony col- 
lapsed near here, police said Wednesday. 

Police said 40 people were on the balcony of a North firetnan- 

tle apartment when it collapsed, throwing them onto a con- 
crete surface. 

Thhrteenwere seriously hurtzrith broken legs and suspected 

spinal injuries. (Afp) 
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Sri Lanka Troops Kill 20 
Rebels in Fresh Offensives 


COLOMBO — Security forces 
smashed a jungle base of Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas in eastern Sri 
Lanka Wednesday, killing at least 
20 rebels as troops kept up two 
offensives, officials said. 

Heavily armed government sol- 
diers backed by the air force de- 
stroyed the jungle base of the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) just east of the village of 
Rukam in the district of Battkaloa. 
officials said 

"There were 10 Tigers at the 
base and all of them were killed 
and their weapons were recov- 
ered," a local official said They 
were taken by surprise because 
they probably expected us to move 
in a different direction. M . 

Another nine rebels were kilted 


officials said adding that there 
were no casualties among the 
troops. 

A simultaneous military offen- 
sive was underway in the Vadama- 
rachchi sector of the northern 
peninsula of Jaffna where a top 
Tiger leader identified as Major 
Rajee was killed, officials said 

The LTTE’s clandestine Voice 
ofllgers radio confirmed the death 

ofRajee in a confrontation with the 

security forces in Vadamaiachchi. 
and said he was one of their leaders 
from die eastern district of Batti- 
.caloa. 

In a statement from its London 
office Tuesday, the LTTE said that 
air force bombers heavily popu- 
lated Tamil villages in the Batti- 
caloa district and at least one 

(AFP) 


just before troops stormed the base, civilian was killed 

Rebels Blast Railway Bridge 
in India’s Assam State 


GUWAHATT. India - Indian 
tribal militants blamed for a train 
bombing that killed 38 people 
Monday, destroyed a railway 
bridge in another attack Wednes- 
day, police said 

A police spokesman said Bodo 
rebels blew up the bridge in the 
Qanang district of the far-eastem 
state of Assam at 1:50 a.m. (2020 
GMT) Wednesday using a remote- 
control bomb. 

A goods traincrossed the bridge 
near Goresbawar, around 100 kflo- 
meters (62 miles) north of Guwa- 
hati. shortly before the incident, 
but there were no casualties. 

The attack was the third in the 
stale this week. 

The official death loll following 
Monday’s bombing. 'which de- 


railed a crowded train and de- 
stroyed three carriages near 
Fakimgramin the remote district of 
Kokrajhar, remained at 38 
Wednesday. The bodies were 
transported to Guwahali Tuesday 
night for identification. 

Six of the 63 injured in the at- 
tack. meanwhile, remained in criti- 
cal condition, according to hospital 
sources. 

The day before, a road bridge in 
the state was blown up. 

Bodo separatists, campaigning 
since 1987 fora tribal homeland in 
Assam and adjoining states, have 
not claimed responsibility for any 
of the bombings but have been 
blamed by police and stale politi- 
cians. 



KOKRAJHAR, Imfia (Dec. 31): Bodies lie partially covered be* 
Hie Brahmaputra Mail passenger train (top) ait Kokrajhar in «■ 

northeastern Indian state of Assam, folowing two blasts the p 

vious night by suspected Bodo tribal militants which devasta 
three compartments killing at least 38 people. The Assam gow 
ment invited Bodo mffltants for peace talks after the attack on . 
train. Initial reports had placed the death toll aft over 100. 

(AFP PH* 
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Italian Tax Police Now Showing Muscle 


ROME — For years considered a 
wimp, Italy's Internal Revenue 
Service is Hexing more muscle. 

The new show of power has so 
far kept someone from winning a 
teddy bear, puzzled a few nuns and 
created lots of ill wilL 

The more aggressive approach 
by the GoaidiaDi Finanza, or tax 
police, is aimed at rooting out 
chronic tax evasion, a p h e n o me - 
non so wi de spre a d it is blamed in 
part for Italy's persistent budget 
deficit, mrreported income is esti- 
mated to reach 230 trillion lire ($ 


150 billion). 

The latest weapon is a toll-free, 
24-hour hotline that citizens can 
call to report suspected CK| 
cheats. 

But it has outraged some parlia- 
ment members. 

Most of the criticism came 
from conservative parties whose 
base is built largely around busi- 
ness people who already think 
taxes are too high. But some liber- 
als also worried about posable 
violations of civil rights - espe- 
cially through the use of anony- 


mous tips. 

Also coming out against the 
hotline was the theologian of the 
Vatican's newspaper, L 'Osserva- 
tore Romano . “There's the ride 
that among citizens, a mechanism 
can be set off that can feed rival- 
ries, tensions, diffidence, 
mistrust,” said Rev. Gi ho Con- 
cetti. 

There have been no major ar- 
rcsts stemming from a hotline call, 
but several dozen investigations 
have been opened, police said. 

(*n 


U.S. Stocks Set to Post Sixth Straight 
Annual Gain Ahead of slowdown 


NEW YORK B?wyed by 
strong economic ' fundamentals, 
the U.S. stock market was poised 
Tuesday to post its sixth straight 
animal gain ahead of what 
analysts have predicted will be 
more modest activity early next 
year. 

Whole the Dow Jones industrial 
i average of blue chip issues opened 
r lower Tuesday, most analysts 
* were looking fertile Dow to finish 
the year in positive territory. 

The index through Monday was 
up 28 percent after finishing 33 J 
percent higher in 1995. If expert 
predictions are confirmed, 1996 
will record the sixth straight an- 
nual gain — the first such s tre ak 
in the Dow's 100-year history. 

The “bullish” trend on Wall 
Street is forecret to continue into 
1997 but at a more sedate pace. 

“The U.S. stock market May 
be vulnerable to profit-taking in 
the near term,’* according to an 
analysis by Wright Investors’ 
Service in Connecticut. 

“At best, stock market per- 
formance is likely to be rather 
mundane during the first half of 
the new year.” At American Ex- 
press financial advisors there are 
likewise fears that the economic 
fundamentals that have supported 
the market in 1996 could turn 
against equities. 

“If my forecast is correct, fi- 
nancial markets are very likely to 
be disappointed sometime in 
1997,” warned economist dan 
lanfenbeig. 

“For starters, inflation is likely 
to be at higher again in 1997, and 
this dme it will be more wide- 


spread than just higher food and 
energy prices. 

“Even a nrild uptick, I believe, 
could induce the Federal Reserve 
to nudge short-term interest rates 
iq> in hfte spring or early summery 
probably one-quarter or one-half a 
pempTitagR point” Inflation, 
winch strikes terror in the hearts 
of stock and bond dealers, was 
limited to 3.3 percent through No- 
vember. with the core rate — ex- 
cluding food and energy — held 
to 2.6 percent 

As a result, the U.S. Federal 
Reserve under chairman Alan 
Greenspan left short-term interest 
rates alone in 1996 — to the great 
relief of the financial markets. 

Also shoring up stocks have 
been better than expected corpo- 
rate earning s, which in cre a sed by 
more than 10 percent in 1996 for 
their fourth straight double digit 
gain, according to wright 

At the same time, job creation 
averaged more than 200,000 a 
month — without igniting wage- 
driven inflation — and many U.S. 
workers took advantage of tech- 
nology gains to boost their pro- 
ductivity. 

For Abby Joseph . Cohen, a 
managing director at Goldman, 
Sachs and Company and a promi- 
nent stock watcher, the market 
next year will continue to take ad- 
vantage of an overall economic 
expansion. 

“Most bull markets end when 
docks are overpriced, not fairly 
priced as they are now,” she wrote 
recently in the Washington post. 

Prices will continue to. increase 
in 1997, albeit at a 'less exuberant 


pace* in tand em with a slower- 
growing us econony, she said. 

“I expect the dow janes indus- 
trial average to reach 7,050 before 
1997 ends, a gain of shoot 10 per- 
cent, or roughly half the 1996 in- 
crease. “ Prospects for sustained 
growth in early 1997 were 
strengthened Tuesday with a re- 
port from the conference board 
that consumer confidence shot up 
four prams in December, defying 
wall street predictions for a down- 
turn. 

“Consumer confidence is up 
dramaticall y over the last 12 
mouths, suggesting that consumer 
demand will help pave tire way for 
a healthy economy during the find- 
half of 1997,” said Lynn Franco, 
associate director at the Confer- 
ence Board Consumer Research 
Center. 

The board said in a statement 
that “consumers are more positive 
now than they were in November, 
with nearfy 29 percent saying that 
jobs are plentiful, up from less 
than 27 percert in November: “ 
Investors too displayed a remark- 
able degree of confidence in 1996, 
pouring a record $225 billion into 
stock mutual funds. 

^Zn another indication of bealtfy 
growth, sales of new homes were 
reported Tuesday to have surged 
14.2 percent in November over 
October and to have risen 13.7 
percent year-on-year. 

On Monday the National Asso- 
ciation of Realtors said sales of 
existing residences were op L 8 
percent in November. 


Forecasts $4.5 bn deficit 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (ap)-The 
Saudi Arabian economy grew an 
^rimnted percent in 1996, a sharp 
increase from the 1995 annual 
growth rate of 4. percent, the 
Saudi Press Agency reports. 

The announcement came after 
the 1997 government budget was 
completed Mon during a session 
chaired by King Fahd in the Saudi 
capital, Riyadh. 

The budget for the fiscal year 
begriming Wed n esda y forecasts a 
1997 budget deficit of 17 billion 
riyals ($4. 5 billion), the Ministry 
of Finance and national economy 
said in a stale me nL 

Tbe budget plan for (be fiscal 
year beginning Wednesday pro- 
jects overall 1997 revenues at 164 
billion riyals ($43. 7 billion), 
down from revenues of 177 billion 
riyals ($47. 2 billion) earned in 
1996. 

The budget forecasts expendi- 
tures at 181 billion riyals ($43. 2 
billionX also down from (he 1996 
figure of 194 billion riyals ($51. 7 
billion). 

Actual 1996 revenues and ex- 


penses were lri ghf»r than earlier 
forecasts for the year of 131 bil- 
lion riyals ($34. 9 billion) and 150 
billion riyals ($40 billion) respec- 
tively. 

This reflected higher-than-ex- 
pccted international oil prices 
throughout 1996. The saudi 
budget planners generally assume 
conservative oil price for their 
budget calculations. 

The 1997 budget deficit re- 
mained at the same level as in 
1996. 

Saudi arabia, the world's larg- 
est oil exporter, usually bridges its 
deficit through borrowing from 
the domestic market 

The spending plan did not dis- 
close the country's defense expen- 
ditures. believed to be a major 
item in the saudi budget 

The ministry estimated the 
1996 gross domestic product at 
about 510 billion riyals ($136 bil- 
lion), up from 469 billion riyals 
($125 billion) in 1995. 

It said the private sector's con- 
tribution to the overall GDP rose 
to 35 percent in 1996, 3. 5 percent 


higher than in 1995. 

The government said the 1996 
inflation rate was below 1 percent, 
reflecting the stability of domestic 
prices. 

The finance ministry said the 
balance of payment showed im- 
provement in 1996. It said the cur- 
rent account recorded a surplus of 
700 million riyals ($186 million) 
in 1996, compared with a 19. 9 
billion riyals (S5. 3 billion) last 
ycar.O 

This was mainly a result of 
higher value or oil exports due 1o 
higher ofl prices in 1996. 

Saudi Arabia's main export 
hem is erode oil Its current opec- 
assigned output quota is 8 million 
bands a day. 

Despite lower petrochemical 
prices in 1996, as well as lower 
agricultural exports, the minEtiy 
said 1996’s overall non-oil ex- 
ports rose about 2. 7 percent. 

Total 1996 imports declined I. 
5 percent to 94. 6 billion riyals 
($25. 2 billion) from the previous 
year. 





DiNSiAKB^ Germany (December 29 ): Mium warn themselves by a oral fire during a protest picket • 
attfae Tjohberg* mine in Detsbloew. Goal miners in various German milM* - threafned fay rumors of 
re d uc ti o n s or oss of up to 500,000 jobs in coal reining and its peripheries! industries - plan to stage 
pickets until February 1997 , when the German government is due to discuss and decide on further ' 
subsidies for the German coal mining industry. 

. - - . . . (AFP PHOTO) 

Sluggish Indian Economy Likely 
to Revive in Mid-97: Analysts 


BOMBAY — India’s economy, 
which has slowed under the 
burden of Ugh interest rates, 
political uncertainty and linip 
consumer demand, is likely to 
revive in the middle Of 1997, 
analysts and economists said here 
Wednesday. 

Analyst Sanjeev Mohta at bro- 
kerage James capel argued rising 
rural incomes would help turn 
around the economy in July or 
August 

“Agricultural production is up, 
as industrial production is slip- 
ping. We forecast a 4. 5 percent 
growth in agriculture, aid terms of 
trade have moved in favour of pri- 
mary producers in the past few 
months.” he said. 

Mohta said food-grain prices 
were up 15 percent year on year in 
November, while manufactured 
product prices were up only four 
percent. 

Anindya Chattcrjce, an econo- 
mist at Brokerage Natwest Mar- 
kets, said rising demand for 
consumer products would spur the 
economic revival in 1997- 

“Bcmand will pick up slowly 
from the first half of 1997, accel- 
erating from the second half of the 
year.” be said. 

Chalterjcc said falling interest 
rales, high farm output and rising 


demand for consumer products 
would posh up the economy. 

But Devesh Kumar at Broker- 
age Daewoo Securities said inter- 
est rates, remained too high, 
starving industry of cash. 

“Interest rates are still high and 
need to conte down further 

Banks find it safer to park 
money in government bonds 
. rather than lend. to industry,” he 
said. 

Interest rates ofbetween 17 and 
30 percent in 1996 put money out 
of the reach of companies, many 
putting off new projects and ex- 
pansion plans. 

India’s Central Batik tins year 
cut the cash reserve ratio of Com- 
mercial Banks by two percentage, 
points in a bid to inject more 
money into the system, and banks 
followed by cutting prime lending 
rates by one percentage point 

But Kumar said industry had 
complained it was not enough. 

He expected a major economic 
revival to -begin in October 1997 
on the back of good harvests and 
rising rural incomes. 

Basudeb Sen, a general man- 
ager at the unit trust of lhfia, the 
country’s largest fmald, said - 
be feared the economy would 'con- 
tinue to 'plod along generally at 
the current pace. 


“Industry does not seem poised 
for a good performance, as inficas- 
txUGtmal bottiendeks are coming-in 
the way,” he said. 

“During the. last one or two 
years there has been no significant 
investments in infrastructure and 
roost nf the money has to come 
from cuts in govaument sp ending 
and subsidies.' 7 India's infra*: 
structure needs hundreds- of dtii- 
lious of . dollars of fresh 
investment to support industrial 

and export growth, he i said. 

Sen said prospects, for 1997 
would not pick up unless Febru- 
ary's budget contained new incen- 
tives for home sayings, reduced 
government spending and in- 
creased investment in infrastruc- 
ture. " •• 

India began radical promarket 
reforms in 1991 Ih.the wake of a. 
severe overseas payments crisis, 
but reforms have slowed down - 
aver the past couple of yems.due 
to political problems. ..... 
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Third World Pioneers See 


Best Desktop 


Internet as Road to First World System of 1 996 


LIMA, Peru — Using tropical fish 
for bait, Edgar Panduro casts his 
line into the Internet, hoping to 
reel in First World profits for his 
Third World business. 

”1 look for fish on the Internet," 
he says, punching the words 
"tropical fish" on a World Wide 
Web search engine, hitting the en- 
ter key and watching a list of en- 
tries roll down the screen. 


world for advice. 

Computer programmers in 
India work for large U.S. 
corporations, writing pro- 
grams and sending their 
work via the Internet to their 
home offices. 

A Venezuelan non-profit co- 
operative that provides small 


He is one of a growing number of businessmen and other 
professionals in poor countries using the Internet as an 
electronic short-cut to profits, expertise and other 
resources in wealthy countries . 


"I make contact, introduce my- 
self and leave my address. Later I 
send or lax them more informa- 
tion," he adds. 

Panduro ’s family-owned com- 
pany sells tropical fish and other 
products from the Amazon jungle. 
His web connections already have 
netted him a $5,000 contract with 
a German buyer for wild pigskin 
to »tb»Icp! gloves. 

He is one of a growing number 
of businessmen and other profes- 
sionals in poor countries using the 
Internet as an electronic short-cut 
to profits, expertise and other re- 
sources in wealthy countries. 

A few examples: 

• Brazilian rubber tappers set 
tq> a Web page to post prices 
for rain forest products like 
Brazil mils, and also to pro- 
mote rain forest conserva- 
tion and disseminate 
information about environ- 
mental martyr Chico Men- 
des. 

* Doctors in 23 African na- 
tions use the Internet to get 
help in diagnosing and treat- 
ing patients, going directly to 
colleagues at some of tire 
best medical centers in die 


loans to low-income families 
for home repairs and buying 

used cars has a Web page in 
hopes of attracting donations 
and expanding its services. 

Whether trying to make a liv- 
ing, heal (he side or preserve na- 
ture. all see the Interact as a way 
to bridge geographical, social and 
economic distances 

Officials in the West African 
nation of Benin credit cyberspace 
for former dictator Mathieu 
Kerekou’s upset victory in the 
March presidential election over 
incumbent Nicephore Scglo. 
Kerekou used the Internet to lobby 
political and business leaders 
around the world for support, 
which gave him more money for 
his campaign. 

His government is now com- 
mitted to the Internet 

"In its relations with the exter- 
nal world, Benin is no longer lim- 
ited. We have 45 million 
subscribers to whom we can ad- 
dress our problems," Albert 
Tcvocdjrc, Benin's Public Works 
Minister, said, referring to tlic es- 
timated number of Interact users 
worldwide. 

He said tlic government has 


several projects in the works in- 
volving (he Internet including one 
looking for ways to attract jobs to 
the former French colony. 

Elsewhere in Africa, tlic In- 
ternet is being used to save lives. 

Dr. Fred Bukaclii. who runs the 
Kenyan part of Hcalthnct from 
Kenyalla Hospital in Nairobi, said 
at least two patients lived because 
of treatment recommendations 
made over (he Internet. 

In one case a doctor got ur- 
gently needed help for a patient 
with kidney failure from a doctor 
at Massachusetts General Hospital 
in Boston. In the other, a doctor in 
Britain with experience in Africa 
advised how to treat a patient se- 
verely ill with sickle cdl anemia. 

In South Africa, former apart- 
heid prisoner Jacob Moatsltc uses 
electronic mail to make contacts to 
help his township of Oukasie, 60 
miles (100 kilometers) northwest 
of Johannesburg. 


use the Internet in their 10- year 
master plan to promote the tourist 
industry, which is expected to be 
Tanzania's top foreign exchange 
earner by 2000. The project is be- 
ing financed with $261 million 
from the European Union. 

In Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 
residents will soon be able to liter- 
ally step oil a muddy, pot-holed 
street near (he central marke t into 
"virtual markets" at the country’s 
first computer cafe. 

Housed in a former restaurant, 
the cafe is being set up by a Cam- 
bodian professional association to 
provide public Internet access to 
everyone from lawyers to bicycle 
cabbies. 

From coffee growers in Costa 
Rica to tea merchants in Sri I jarfra 
people in different parts of the de- 
veloping world see the huge po- 
tential of a global network that lets 
them go right to customers sitting 
at their home computers. ^ 


In India, where a junior executive in a private company 
makes about 10,000rupees amonth- about $285 -abasic 
Internet connection without graphics ability costs 5,800 
rupees ($166) a mouth. 


"In the old (apartheid) days, no- 
body wanted to develop Oukasie. 
Now we have to convert our strug- 
gle from being militant to a strug- 
gle for development," Moatshe 
said. 

In a township where old car 
tires weigh down corrugated metal 
roofs so the wind does not blow 
them away, Moatshe sends e-mail 
with a computer donated by (he 
U.S. government 

He uses e-mail to pitch Oukasie 
as a hub forbusiness development 
in South Africa and to keep in 
touch with local teachers training 
in Berkeley, California, Oukasie’s 
sister city. 

Tanzanian officials expect to 


Children or the Adults? 


WASHINGTON ~ The 
government formally unveiled a 
plan Monday to make automobile 
air bags safer for children but 
acknowledged it could cost the 
lives of more than 1,000 adults 
each year. 

The National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
proposed rules to take some of (he 
punch out of air bags could save 
between 39 and 83 of the 128 chil- 
dren who might be crushed each 
year if no change occurs. 

At the same time, the weaker 
bags could lead to the deaths of 
280 adult passengers not wearing 
seatbelts and 207 drivers, most of 
them with bells. 

Another version of the plan fa- 
vored by carmakers might kill 378 
adult passengers and 825 unbelted 
drivers, the government says. 

Ricardo Martinez, NHTSA ad- 
ministrator. has expressed doubts 
about the wisdom of the proposed 
rules. But the National Safety 
Council, a consumer-group, says 
the government is moving in the 
right direction. 

"We have a higher obligation to 
protect children than unbelted 
adults," said Chuck Hurley, the 
Safety Council’s spokesman. 
"Children can’t protect them- 
selves and depend upon parents, 
care-givcrs and the government to 
protect them. Adults have a choice 
— -they can choose to put on scat 
bells or noL" 


Air bags, which deploy like 
huge pillows at speeds up to 320 
kilometers (200 miles) per hour, 
have saved thousands of lives. But. 
they also have been blamed for the 
deaths of 30 children and 19 adult 
drivers, mostly women under 1.6 
meters (5 feet 4 inches). 

On Monday, NHTSA also pro- 
posed a regulation that would 
authorize automakers to reduce 
the deployment force of air bags 
until "smart” technology is phased 
into new motor vehicles. 

Such technology, which the 
government wants to see in place 
by the 1999 model year, would 
equip cars with airbags capable of 
determining passenger size. The 
bags would then inflate 1 at speeds 
that would do no harm. 

In another proposal, dealers 
and repair shops would be permit- 
ted to deactivate the air bags for 
any vehicle owner who requests iL 

At present, federal law prohib- 
its dealers from making any safety 
equipment inoperative. 

If the proposal became law, it 
would offer parents who must 
transport children in the front scat 
and others with special medical 
needs "an expedited legal avenue" 
to tum off the airbags, the NHTSA 
said. 

The agency is now accepting 
public comments on the two pro- 
posals and hopes to have them im- 
plemented before the start of 
model year 1998. 

"It is important to add that chil- 


dren age 12 and under should al- 
ways ride in the back seat, budded 
up, and away from the air bag," 
said Martinez. 

"Regulatory actions will make 
tomorrow’s airbags safer for chil- 
dren, but too maty are at risk in the 
interim if parents do not insist 
children ride in the back seal." 

NHTSA also extended an exist- 
ing policy of allowing manufac- 
turers to install manual cut-off 
switches that would deactivate an 
air bag in vehicles without a back 
seat or with a back seat too small 
to install a child safety carrier. 

NTHSA’s announcement drew 
praise from the American Auto- 
mobile Manufacturers Associa- 
tion, a trade unit grouping General 
Motors, Ford and Chrysler. 

"America's car companies wel- 
come today's rulemakings by 
NHTSA on air bag safety," said 
AAMA president Andrew Card. 

"We're also pleased by 
NHTSA 's announcement of an ex- 
pedited public comment period 
and urge the agency to reach final 
decisions as soon as possible. 

"Speeding up the rulemaking 
process — and including the indus- 
try's depowering option in the fi- 
nal rules — will enable automakers 
to put depowered air bags in new 
vehicles sooner. 

"The federal government must 
act quickly If automakers are to 
bring depowered air bags to the 
marketplace in time for the 1998 
model year." (aft) 


But in many parts of the devel- 
oping world access to the Internet 
— for those who have even heard 
of it - is still largely unobtainable. 

Eighty-five percent of the peo- 
ple in poor countries do not lave 
telephones and only a privileged 5 
percent have computers. Poor and 
intermittent telephone service 
often makes just a simple tele- 
phone call an accomplistmient. 

"The omnipresence of the In- 
ternet in the Northern Hemisphere 
obviously is something that is not 
at aO duplicated in the Southern 
Hemispheric countries," said Mi- 
chael Stein, program director of 
the Institute for Global Concern, a 
San Francisco-based Internet 
provider that serves non-profit or- 
ganizations around the world. 

In many places, the legal and 
bureaucratic hurdles that must be 
cleared to set up a link to the In- 
ternet may be staggering or even 
insurmountable. Some countries 
forbid direct access. Many devel- 
oping countries let only people 
who work for multinational corpo- 
rations or non-governmental or- 
ganizations that get international 
money have access to the Interact. 

Poverty is another major stum- 
bling block. Where Interact access 
is available, the cost may be pro- 
hibitive. 

In India, where a junior execu- 
tive in a private company makes 
about 10,000 rupees a month — 
about $285 — a basic Internet con- 
nection without graphics ability 
costs 5,800 rupees ($166) a 
month. 

Despite the stumbling blocks, 
the Interact is sure to expand its 
role in the development of the 
global village. 

Grandfathers may have walked 
across town to buy a shirt. But his 
executive grandson can tap into 
the Web site of the Shams! Group 
iu Cairo, which make s dress shirts 
of fine Egyptian cotton that sell in 
stores like Harrods of London. 

Shamsi's development man. 
ager. Nader Lahzy, said the com- 
pany used to rely on brochures, 
videos and old-fashioned gale rep- 
resentatives to market its gar- 
ments. 

But with the Internet, he said , 
“f have broader access to the oiri- 
<ide market arid I can i»arf» more 
target customers." (AFJ 


Winner 

Compaq 
Deskpro 6000 

(^^6e Deskpro 6000 range 
Or helps confirm Compaq's 
position at the front of the PC tech- 
nology stakes. While the range iu- 
corporates many technical 
innovations, one of the most im- 
pressive is Compaq's inclusion of 
self-monitoring analysis and re- 
porting technology (SMART) 
IDE and SCSI hard drives in a 
desktop system. SMART drives 
aren’t new, but they’ve tradition- 
ally been used in RAID systems, 
so their use in a desktop machine 
helped clinch the award for Com- 
paq. This technology allows 
drives to constantly monitor their 
own behavior and performance, 
raid for the system to use this in- 
formation to predict impending 
failures. This givesyou the oppor- 
tunity (0 back Op your data and 
replace the drive before a serious 
system failure occurs, Compaq 
even offers a pre-faihue warranty. 

The 6000 range also feature 
Compaq's Intelligent Manage- 
ability technology, which lets net- 
work managers exercise far 
greater remote control over their 
PCs than ever before. This, com- 
bined with DMI compliance, 
means that the Deskpro 6000 
range offers a high level of man- 
ageability, a factor that's of in- 
creasing importance to managers 
who have to account for larger 
numbers of PCs. 

Optional extras include an 
IiDA transceiver for infra-red data 
transfer between compatible de- 
vices, such as laptops, and a PD- 
CD drive, which acts as a 4-speed 
CD-ROM drive but is also a 
650Mb rewriteable optical drive. 
The range starts with a 166Mhz 
Pentium system and covers a vari- 
ety of configurations up to a 200 
Mhz Pentium Pro-based machine, 
the 6200. This latter system, re- 
viewed in PC Magazine, October 
1996, achieved an impressive 
Winstone 32 score of 143 J, mak- 
ing it a great performer as well as 
a highly innovative and well de- 
signed workstation. 


Runner Up 


Hewlett-Packard Vectra XA 

lis Hewlett-Packard sys- 
tem was pnminnlprf for a 
Technical Innovation award 
largely because of its innovative 
use of Magic Packet technology 
on a network card dgsigw»rf coop- 
eratively by HP and AMD. This 
allows a system administ rator to 
exercise a high degree of control 
over the machine via the network. 

By using a soil switch, the PC can 

be switched on or off remotely by 
sending a Magic Packet over (he 
network. This technology could 
prove useful for MIS managers, 
who’d easily be able to power up 
all of (he machim-c on their net- 
works at will. The BIOS also al- 
lows the spacebar to be defined as 
a power on key. 

Ou lop of this innovation, the 
Vectra XA is a well-designed ma- 
chine in all respects. It manages to 
cram a lot of technology into a 
small space and still return top- 
notch performance figures. The 
case can be opened without tools. 



and the molliciboanl simply un- 
latches and slides out of tlic unit. 
The power supply can also be re- 
moved without having to undo any 
screws. The machine currently 
ships with a 200 Mhz Pentium Pro 
processor, but has facilities to 
cope with future 233 Mhz and 266 
Mhz versions of the chip when 
(hey become available. Tills was 
without doubt one of the best de- 
signed desktop PC systems we 
saw all year. 


Runner Up 


Acer Aspire 

peer's Aspire range of 
PCs is the first to 
make a success of breaking the 
traditional beige box mould and 
presenting the PC as a straight for- 
ward consumer hem. Very much 
mtheveinofatelevisicmorvideo, 
the Aspire has been designed to 
assimilate easily and inconspicu- 
ously into any living room orbed- 
room. While this might not have 
been seen as technically innova- 
tive in the traditional sense; it's 
important for progress to be made 
in this area if the PC is ever to 
realize its full potential as the com- 
plete communications, education, 

. entertainment and business sys- 
tem. 

Tire most obvious difference 
between the Aspire and other PCs 
is its physical appearance. The 
m ac h ines base unit, monitor styl- 
ish and above all unconventional 
aesthetic design which gives the 
machines the appearance of a de- 
sirable piece of consumer elec- 
tronics, rather than something 
you'd find on an accountant's 
desk. Tire systems include such 
innovative features as a built-in 
telephone that clips onto the side 
of your monitor and utilizes a 
built-in voice mail system. When 
not in use the PC Lies idle, but can 
restart in around three seconds in 
order to receive incoming faxes, 
email or telephone calls. All this 
has been achieved while still en- 
suring the PC runs almost si- 
lently. 

In short, with lire Aspire range 
Acer has gone one step further 
than any other PC manufacturer, 
by putting a large amount of 
thought into the design of a PC 
that offers home users the inte- 
grated multimedia system they've 
been promised for years. 

(Ctmrtesy PC Mmgmxms) 

Cologne Elephants 
Pine for Christmas ' 
Tree Chow 

COLOGNE, Germany — Once the 
Christmas festivities are over, 
hu nk loads of unused Christmas 
trees wind up in the dnmar.lK of 
the African elephants in the 
Cologne Zoo, and the beasts are 
delighted with the prickly v 
presents, the zoo said recently. ^ ■ 
A Cologne Christmas tree 
seller sends his unsold trees to the 
zoo, free, and elephants Tanga, 

Preti mid Sawani gobble (hem up. 

Deer; bison and rhinoceroses 
also get part of the booty. 

Zoo Director Guenther Nogge 
notes that the animals eat only 
fresh trees, and "we can’t do any- 
thing with Christmas trees people 
bring usaficruse. They’re diy and 
full of tallow or pieces of decora- :> 
lions". 
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A man is the slave of his habits. 
So, if you are to choose your own. 
masters why not choose good 
ones. Anonymous writer 

|L__PRAYER 1 

Noon 12:08 

Evening. 17:24 

Dawn (tomorrow) 05:36 

Sunrise (tomorrow) 07:15 


White House Announces Opposition to Medical Use of Marijuana 


WASHINGTON — The While 
House went to battle against the 
legal medical use of m arijua na in 
Arizona and California, insisting 
the federal ban on the drag's use 
remained in force. 

The two western U.S. states on 
November 5 approved in refer- 
enda the legal prescription of the 
drug, sometimes used to ease 
symptoms of eye aihnents. cancer 
and AIDS. 

That created a legal problem 
given the federal law against mari- 
juana use; 

Attorney general Janet Reno 
made it plain at a press conference 
recently, saving "federal law still 
applies. "• 

She said the referenda seta die 
wrong! message to young people in 
the Umted States, among whom 
marijuana use was op in 1996. 

The Justice Department plans 
to take legal action against physi- 
cians who prescribe marijuana for 
their patients and any federal em- 
ployees who use the drag, said 
General Barry Mccaffnsy. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's policy coordi- 
nating 'drug czar. " 

"Were going to scad a dear 
message to all federal employees, 
to aU federal contractor, to all or- 


ganizations receiving federal 
fiuids. and to all employees who 
work with the safety of the Ameri- 
can public, that schedule one 
drags (such as marijuana) are 
against the law' and won't be toler- 
ated." Mccaffrey said. 

The California and Arizona 
votes which passed with solid ma- 
jorities allow any patient whose 
doctor chooses to preserve the 
drag to ease symptoms or pain. 

The referenda rules also allow 
patients to grow and possess mari- 
juana under a doctor-prescribed 
treatment program, which is 
strictly forbidden under federal 
law'. 

1 But they' impose no limit on 
production levels, do not set an 
authorized consumption amount 
or establish a limited list of the 
ailments for which the drag can be 
prescribed legally. 

The "stales* rights'* clash be- 
tween federal and local jurisdic- 
tions is a big one. and one likely to 
make it quickly to the Supreme 
Court observers said. 

' Americans for medical rights 
plan to sue the federal govern- 
ment. claiming the new policy 
aimed at convicting participating 
doctors violates their free speech 
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rights. 

A spokesman for Santa 
.Monica-based group, which 
helped raise money to put the 
measure on the California ballot, 
said doctors will sock an injunc- 
tion, to keep the federal govern- 
ments policy from going into 
effect 

The government is trying to 
keep doctors from stating their 
opinons and that's a violation of 
their first amendment rights." said 

Bill T immerman 

The government has "decided 
to proceed with his most deplor- 


able and indefensible option — tar- 
geting physicians." he added. 

"This strategy is a measure of 
our government's hysteria over 
marijuana." Zimmerman said. 
"Doctors must now fear federal 
agents simply for informing their 
patients rhnf this particular drug 
might help them. " 

Scott Imler, director of the can- 
nabis buyers club in west Holly- 
wood, predicted doctors will find 
a way around the ban by recom- 
mending rather than prescribing 
the drag. 


A federal Health and Human 
Services (HHS) department study 
showed marijuana use among the 
young was up this year with 44. 9 
percent of students saying they 
had smoked it at least once - up 
from 41. 7 percent in 1995. 

HHS secretary Donna Shalala 
said young people had grown less 
aware of the dangers associated 
with the drug. 

"This administration is op- 
posed to the legalization of mari- 
juana." she said. Research "has 
concluded that marijuana is dan- 
gerous to our health, marijuana 


harms the brain, the heart, the 
lungs and our immune system. " 

If the current data are discour- 
aging, at least they are better than 
those from 1979 when 60. 4 per- 
cent of secondary school students 
said they had used marijuana at 
least once. 

The active chemical ingredient 
in marijuana. THC, is relatively 
controversy -free and widely avail- 
able in the United States in syn- 
thetic form with a doctor's 
prescription. 

t AFP) 


Report Sees TuJofotd Increase in Skin Cancer 


LONDON — Cases of skin cancer 
could quadruple by die year 2 100 if 
ozone-depeleting chemicals were 
not restricted, scientists reported 
recently. 

Even with current agreements to 
reduce production of such chemi- 
cals, skin cancer cases will double, 
they said in a report in the science 
journal Nature. 

Harry Slaper and colleagues at 
the Netherlands Institute of Public 
Health and the Environment said 
their findings showed how impor- 
tant it was to restrict production of 
such chemicals. 

They- based their findings on a 
complex analysis of current cases, 
skin cancer tests on mice and pro- 
jections of ozone levels, they wrote 
in the science journal Nature. 

A 1985 agreement known as the 
Vienna Convention set up a frame- 
work for reducing production of 
chemicals that harm the ozone 
layer. These include chloro-fluoro 
carbons (CFCs), used widely in re- 
frigeration and aerosols. 

They react with oxygen in the 
ozone layer, which protects the 
earth from the sun's ultraviolet ra- 
diation. Such radiation not only 
damages crops but causes skin can- 
cer. • 

So countries agreed to cut chemi- 
cal' production. In 1987 a plan for 



phasing out production was signed 
in Montreal — although there have 
been problems implementing iL 

CFC production was banned 
worldwide in January. But there is 
still a significant black market in the 
chemical. 

For the scenario in which no re- 
strictions were placed on chemicals 
the researchers assumed a three per- 
cent annual increase in production 
of CFCs, halons and methyl chloro- 
form under Montreal, production of 
the five major offenders is supposed 
to be dropped to 50 percent by 
1999. 

We evaluated the skin cancer 
types: squamous cell carcinoma, 
basal cell carcinoma, the most fre- 


quent but least aggressive, and cu- 
taneous- malignant melanoma, the 
least frequent but most aggressive, 
they wrote. 

Skin cancer cases due to ozone 
depletion would double in the 
United States under the Montreal 
Agreement, they found. But they 
would have more titan quadrupled 
had there been no agreement. 

They would grow two percent if 
all production of ozone-depleting 
chemicals had slopped at the end of 
1995. Figures were just slightly 
lower for northwest Europe. 

These results demonstrate the 
importance of the international 
measures agreed upon under the 


Vienna Convention, the researchers 
wrote. 

Current cancer rates are about 
two per thousand in the United 
States each year and a little more 
than half that in Europe. 

A second report in nature found 
that the ozone hole over Antarctica 
would start to heal by the early part 
of the next century, provided agree- 
ments are honored. 

David Hofmann of the U.S. 
weather service NOAA said the 
first signs would be seen by 2008. 
The ozone layer would then con- 
tinue to heal slowly, reaching pre- 
ozone hole levels by about the year 
2050, he wrote. 

(Reuter) 
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!= Expert Consultancy 
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Tel: 6494680 
09112110820 
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'IN THE NAME OF GOD’ 
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650 sq.m built area, 800 
sqjn garden, 4 bedrs, fuHy 
furnished, s/p, gym. room, 
5 American StmL bafts, 
pafquei floor, marvelous 
kitchen, s/q, covered 
parking, fantastic view & 


Repair & Service 0 
of Mobile M. 

With Official License of 
Telecomrsczuiicciions -Co. 
Nokia, Motorola, 
g Ericssoit, Siemens 

£?«£!?:: :L3-S2£222S 
0*!iS2i2C233 


TENDER NO. 75-10-34 


IRANIAN CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION INTENDS TO PURCHASE 2 UNITS 
DGPS EQUIPMENT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH EXTANT TECHNICAL 
SPECIFICATIONS. REPRESENTATIVES OF QUALIFIED COMPANIES CAN 
OBTAIN TENDER DOCUMENTATION AGAINST DELIVERY OF A LETTER OF 
INTRODUCTION AND RECEIPT OF PAYMENT THE AMOUNT OF RLS.30,000 
TO THE ACCOUNT NUMBER 108 WITH BANK MARKAZI IN FAVOR OF 
KHAZANEH FROM JAN. 4, 1 996 UNTIL JAN. 19, 1 997 ON OFFICIAL PERIOD. 

BID BOND IS U.S. $4000 OR RLS.I2 MILLION BANKER’S CHEQUE ORA 
CREDITABLE BANK GUARANTEE THAT SHOULD BE ISSUED IN FAVOR OF 
C.A.O BY AN IRANIAN BANK AND DELIVERED WITH TENDER 
DOCUMENTATION. 

ALL NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT CHARGES SHOULD BE BORNE BY 
WINNER OF THE TENDER. 

GAO MAY REJECT ANY OR ALL PROPOSALS. 

ADDRESS: DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY SERVICES, BUILDING NO. 8 OF GAO, 
MEHRABAD 1NTL. AIRPORT, MEARAJ AVE., TEHRAN. 

C.A.O DEPARTMENT OF SUPPLY SERVICES 



Sales & Rentals 

Residential & Commercial Property 

Tel: 200 5708 -09112120244 


MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 
To ate 

foreigners for 
and Away from 
Home 


No. 1 f|f! 

Real r.^y*. 
Estate Since 
Find What 1966 
You Are 

Looking For With Our 
Professional Guides 

Teh 2228139-2223159 
Fox: 2229156 
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Ex. Middle East j 
With Luxury Cars ! 

M: mm 5 0! , §2 ! 

Fas: 33-2492 


Villa Apt. for Rent 

n©2S2SS.SSa^EH 

Private pool, garden, 180 sq.m. 

'Steis 22937941 


Apt« 9 Jam 

3 bedrs, c/g, pvt. tel, air. 
concL c/h, parking. My 
furnished, large roofed 
balcony, 1st flr. 

Tel: 835634 

(Dr. Siabpoiish) 


KHORASAN TURQUOISE STORE 
Gold, Jewds — Nassau] 
Brothers, No. 125, opposite 
Eagbeteb Hotel, Tak^haui 
Ave. Teb 6405074 


KsgGsh, French, Italian, Spanish 

in 3 months 2217161 

LEARN 

Guitar 2217161 


TANDOOR 

Indian Restaurant of 
Hotel Tehran Sara 
the only authentic 
Indian cuisine 
Indian management 
Mofatch Ave., Ardalan 
Street, apposite 
Shiroudi Stadium 
Open 7 days a week 
8825705. 8825701, 
8820934 




Houdns WE J YOUR NEEDS j-m 

I Agency 

Lnxnry Villa iR ELAHIYEH 

1500 sq.m land, 400 00 

sq.m, built area, (£ a >.‘Ro6inuui) 
jj| : large garden, fuHy fum., s/p. 

;0|B; $1800 

* 1st Floor, No. 60, Maryam 
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St, Africa Ave. 


Tel: 2056045, 2054022 Fax: 2052344 
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m SIMORGH-PA CK 

j INTERNATIONAL PACKERS & MOVERS 

! WANTS YOU 

TO SAVE & ENJOY YOUR MOVE! 

FOR FREE ESTIMATE CONTACT: 

TEL: 884 6758 & 884 6759 FAX: 884 8844 

31 MS., iBStrng, S®., 15818 IRAN 


IP*!. FSi RENT-EVEN S10RT TIME 

Equipped, 3 teL lines, fax., tlx., decoration 
at your desire, best location ofMotahari 
out of traffic rest, area, immediate rent. 
Pis. sontaet: 8718303/8713849 ■ 
(2.7 p.m.) 
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Mandela Promises 
a Year of Action 


PRETORIA — Pres ident Nelson 
Mandela on "Tuesday commit ted 
his govemmeii to a year erf action 
in 1997, saying the ngifaw will 
be oh speeding up the. 
implementation of reconstroctjon 
anddevclopmatf progesos. 

In Ks New Years' message, 
Mandda said Sooth Africa’s first 
democratically elected go vern - 
mem had reached the halfway 
marie in its term of office and the 
impact of reconstruction and de- 
velopment was beginning to be 
felt 

“Xu short, we have laid solid 
foundations; the challenge for 
1997 is to braid on them.” High- 
lighting some of the events of 
1996, Mandela, sad the sfgnmg 
into law of the new constitution 
on December 10 was a fitting end 
to a year in which local govern- 
ment elections were completed 
f ‘to ens u re that we do indeed gov- 
ern ourselves. ” “The chalteng e . 
now is to ensure that these consti- 
tutional rights become a living "re-, 
atify.” he s aid. 

Mandela warned that 1997 
would be a testing time for gov- 
ernment. business, labor, produc- 
ers and consumers but urged 
South Africans to keep their sights 
on the rang-ierm. 

Thc Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, which is probing he- 
man rights abuses during the 
apartheid years, be said, had 
proved itself a powerful ins&u- 
ineM of heating and reconrifi- 
atioiL 

South Africans could also be 


proud of the increased access to 
domestic water, electricity and 
health care and of a national edu- 
cation system bringing quality 
education to aEL 

The government, he added, are 
w inning the war against crime 

thanks to the efforts of the security 
forces sasd of ordinary citizens. 

- “We have taken the war to the 
c riminal*; and we are gaining the 

upper hand,” Mandda said. ‘This 
. we owe to our security forces and 
to every Sooth African who has 
joined the campaign to combat 
crime. ” (AFP) 

Politics and 
Business Don't 
Mix : Italian 
President 

ROME — I talian President Oscar 
Luigi ScaUfaro called Tuesday for 
a new relationship between 
politics and business to get rid of 
the air of corruption hanging over 
tire country. 

“Lei us free ourselves of the 
erttan^ement between politics and 
business, which is causing so 
much damage,” he said in a New 
Year’s address carried on televi- 
sion and radio. 

Italy has been rocked over the 
past few years by a series of scan- 
dals and reports of corruption 
reaching up to the highest levels 

Of p plili«- (AFP) 
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PANML'PvJOM, Republic of Korea (Dec. 30): A North Korean honor 
guard drapes wooden coffins with red ‘■rrsartYr 0 flags after the ashes 
of 24 crewmen from an intruding submarine ware handed back at 
the border post of Panmujom. The repatriation of the remains 
ended three months of tension between the two Koreas. 

(AFP PHOTO) 
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Slovakian President Rejects 
Controversiai Anti-Subversion Law 


BRATISLAVA — Slovakian 
President Michal Kovac on 
Tuesday sent back to Parliament a 
controversial bill that would add 
an anti-subversion amendment to 
the penal code, approved two 
weeks ago in a parliamentary vote 
boycotted by the opposition. 

Kovac said in a letter to Parlia- 
ment that he opposed in particular 
clauses that would allow those 
who organized public rallies, 
strikes and calls for civil disobedi- 
ence to be imprisoned for three 
years. 

By rejecting the bill, the 
Slovakian head of stale is forcing 
a new reading in which he urged 
the MPs to oppose a text he said 
aimed to “destroy the Slovakian 
constitutional system” and the 


country’s '’territorial integrity. 

Of the ISO deputies in Parliament, 
only 66 — members of Prime 
Minister Vladimir Meriar’s coali- 
tion — voted for the measure and 
five against, while the remainder 
left the hall in protest over the bill, 
which also drew criticism from 
European and U.S. officials. 

Kovac said Tuesday that the 
amendment was “unacceptable in 
its entirety” and lhat its adoption 
would “contravene several articles 
of tie constitution. ” He recalled 
in his letter that he had already 
sent back an earlier version of the 
bill that had also been approved 
by Medar’s supporters, and that 
Parliament's failure to re-debate 
(his version contravened the con- 
stitution. (APF) 


Yeltsin Seeks “Better 7 Year in 199? 


MOSCOW — Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin on Tuesday wished 
his counliymen a better year in 
1997, which he hoped would be 
marked by greater order in Russia 
and a resolution to the 
non-payments crisis crippling the 
government. 

In a new year's address lo the 
nation. Yeltsin singled out the 
non-payment of pensions and 
salaries arc the burgeoning crime 
rale as the key issues tc- tackle :n 
1997 . 

“Tr.e most important tiling next 
year is iha: there arc no more de- 
lays :r. the payment cf pensions 
ar.d salaries and iha: order finally 
reigns in our country.” Yeltsin 
said. 


“I believe that (he coming year 
will be a year of understanding 
and reconciliation in Russia,” 
Yeltsin said, repeating a call for 
harmony which he issued to his 
political enemies on Monday'. 

“We only have one country, 
one Russia and we ourselves, our 
children and grandchildren must 
live there. “ 

The Russian president thanked 
the people for rc -electing him in 
July for a second term in the 
Ajemllr. ar.d for supporting him 
threoih his heart iilr.ess which 
culminated is cypass surgery in 
November. 

“I consider it sty duty to re- 
spond to your support and your 
confidence." Yeltsin said. 
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SEPASAD ENGINEERING COMPANY, the builder of the Largest Earth Dam in 
Iran (Karkheh) has great pleasure to notify that the first SEMINAR ON EARTH & 
ROCKFILL DAMS -will be held in Tehran , Iran, September 30, October 1, 1997. 
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1. Hydraulic and hydrologic investigations of river run off; design flood, water quality, sediment transport and the way to minimiz e and 
control sediment 

2. Engineering geology, geological engineering, borrow areas 

3. Site selection and optimization of type of dam based on engineering economy 

S — "'esiepss sssd, jsaaAysis: 

1. Static and dynamic stability computation for various loadings at different phases of construction, res ervoir filling, and operations 

2. Analysis and design of the main body, including stability, shell material behavior, seepage, Slier design and various types of dam cores 

3. Methods of seepage control and foundation tre atm ent 

4. Computer applications in earth dam analysis 

C — * Cerisrti^tscrCSoza iVSeiiziosls s^zid Opiiirziszz.iicr:: 

1. Construction methods for cut-off* wall 

2. Optimized application of materials, m a chin eries, and other resources and equipment 

3. Site mobilization 

4- Site planning and project control 

SS — SSnszt Operator* tic ISsxaa ivlc? £ ZTr.tzz-1 

1. Instrum entation and methods of measurement 

2. Dam behavior control during operation 

University professors, researchers and experts interested in participating in the seminar are required to fill out the following form and mail 
it to the secretariat of the seminar at the following address no later than July 10, 1997. 

HBD1&ESS: *$©- 15 s Ssd SSr- s East ZISfffsSECsiss: Scr.: 

Sa5cs , ©€a5ra.3.4 b? ^ ^ s c ^ 2 ^ s* >i s t 

Note: 

1. The official language for the seminar wffl be both Farsi and English. . , . w 

2. Those interested in delivering papers are required to send the abstracts in 300-500 words along with the form no later than Mar. 3, 1 997, 

and the papers no later than May 21, 1997. 

3. The papers should contain up-to-date scientific, research, and applied works. 

4. Selected papers wilLbe published, and the best papers wffl be awarded valuable gifts. 

5. Accor d i n g to the possibilities on the site, a number of the partners wffi be sent to visit the Karkheh Dam Site. 

6. The seminar is held fay Sepasad Engineering Company with the cooperation of the following unfversides: 

Imam Hussein University, Amir Kabir University, Tarbeyat Modarres University, The University of Tehran, The University of Shiraz. Sharif 
Technical University, The University of Science and Technology. 

7. An exposition of -instrumentation and dam construction machineries will be held during the seminar. Ail private and stale companies and 
org anizati ons in industry are invited to contact the Secretariat of the seminar for further information or concluding contracts. 




PAGE 10 fedoras 


TEHRAN TIMES 


JANUARY t, 1997 


Harsh Winter Storm Wreaks 
Havoc in U.S., Canada 


SEATTLE, Washington — The 
second winter storm in three days 
pounded the western U nited States 
and Canada recently, creating 
blizzard conditions, icing and 
flooding over a wide area. 

A swath of snow and ice blan- 
keted western Washington State 
from the Canadian border — which 
remained under a blizzard warn- 
ing — to Portland, Oregon, nearly 
320 kilo meters (200 miles) south. 

A state of emergency was de- 
clared in one county in die region, 
where there were snow drills up to 
three meters (ten feet) high and 
winds gosling up to 160 kilome- 

Dutch Biologists 
Discover ID 
Species of Insects 

THE HAGUE — Dutch biologists 
have discovered 10 new species of 
insects, including five kinds of 
mosquito and five new 
ichneumons — insects belonging 
to the wasp family — Dutch 
national radio reported recently. 

The discovery was made thanks 
to a study in an ecological zone 
near the southern town of Udcn- 
hout. 

Some 300.000 insects deriving 
from 2.000 different species were 
cauglu in die region between 
March and November lvut), the 
radio reported. 

It took the scientists sl\ \ care to 
examine all the insects, after 
wlticli they identified die 10 new 
species. They also identified 200 
insects that had never before been 
seen in the Netherlands. 

(dFP) 


ters (100 miles) per hour. 

In Canada, massive snow 
brought Vancouver to a virtual 
standstill, as roads were closed 
throughout southern British Co- 
lumbia, an area that usually secs 
little snowfall. 

Meteorologists warned resi- 
dents of Victoria, the provincial 
capital, that they could get as 
.much as a meter (three feet) of 
more snow in the next few days 
after a record 80 centimeters (32 
inches) of snow fell last week. 

More than half of Victoria's 
residents are retirees who escaped 
from other parts of Canada be- 
cause the city rarely has any snow. 

Neither Victoria nor any of its 
neighboring communities on Van- 
couver island has any snow-mov- 
ing equipment. 

Local authorities and residents 
were trying unsuccessfully Sun- 
day to use bulldozers and other 
construction industry equipment 
to reopen some of the streets to 
traffic. 

On the mainland, where local 
authorities do have snow-moving 


five to 15 centimeters (two to six 
inches). But with (an expected 
new snowstorm) we're talking 
considerably more than that — as 
high as 30 centimeters (12 
inches).” 

High winds have accompanied 
the record snowfalls. 

Ncii Gaudreau managed to get 
from a gas station in Abbotsford to 
a nearby church where he has been 
stranded for most of the weekend. 

“It's a mess out there,- be said. 
“The wind is just howling. ! was 
sittingal (the gas station) inlhe car 
and the wind just about lifted it." 

Tim Van Alsline moved to Vic- 
toria from Edmonton, Alberta, 
which is notorious for its harsh 
winters. 

“Even in Edmonton, it doesn't 
snow in these amounts all at 
once,” he complained. 

High winds also buffeted coast- 
lines as far south as Oregon's Til- 
lamook County, where wind gusts 
blew out windows and felled 
power lines. 

By dawn, snow had turned to 


A swath of snow and ice blanketed western Washington 
State from the Canadian border —which remained voder 
a blizzard warning — to Portland , Oregon, nearly 320 
kilometers (200 miles) south. 


equipment, the Christmas week 
snowstorm — described by envi- 
ronment Canada as the worst in 75 
years — left scores of motorists 
stranded in the Fraser Valley, east 
of Vancouver. 

And the situation will only get 
worse, according to Brian Ham- 
mond of Environment Canada 

“Over the last several days," he 
said, "we've had a few minor sys- 
tems come in that have given us 


Digital Celebris GL6200 


A well-designed PC and qn excellent performer. Digital’s 
200 Mkz Pentium Pro-based Celebris GL6200 would make 
an ideal high-end workstation , or even a credible 
entry-level server. 


(7 he Celebris GL6200 is a 200 
aJ^AJOsl Pentium Pro PC featur- 
ing Digital's innovative design, 
which allows the motherboard to 
be removed by flipping open two 
catches and sliding it oul This 
gives easy access to critical com- 
ponents like the processor, RAM, 
BIOS and on-board video system 
should these need to be upgraded 
or repaired. The voltage regulator 
is built onto a removcablc plug-in 
board, which means (hat it can be 
replaced if a new CPU is installed 
that requires a different voltage. 

The 200 Mhz Pentium Pro CPU 
works in conjunction with a 256K 
SRAM Level 2 cache, Phoenix 
version 4.0S BIOS and 32Mb two 
of which are occupied. The two 
PCI and four ISA slots arc left 
free, thanks to the subsystem'sbe- 
ing incorporated into the system's 
desi gn. This includes the 3Com 
]F^ht*riink D adapter, which is built 
onto a daughterboard mounted on 
the machine's case. The integral 
atrdio system, based on an 
ESS1888 chipset, uses a similar 
arrangement and — like the net- 
work adapter — can be disabled 
easily if you want to install an 
alternative device. 

Both the Toshiba six -speed 
CD-ROM drive and Quantum 
Fireball 2Gb hard disk arc IDE 


devices, running from the sys- 
tem’s integral controller. The hard 
drive uses SMART technology 
and will warn you of an imminent 
failure by displaying a red disk 
access light. 

The GL620Q is DM1 compli- 
ant, and conies with Digital's Cli- 
ent WORKS software, which Iiclps 
users and system managers keep 
abreast or the status of the net- 
work. As well as the usual I/O 
ports, the GL6200 features two 
Universal Serial Bus (USB) ports, 
which will be useful when USB 
peripherals become widely avail- 
able in 1997. 

The Matrox Millenium video 
subsystem, which is built onto the 
motherboard, provides a maxi- 
mum resolution of 1,280 by 1,024 
with 256 colors, plus the usual 
combination of lower resolutions 
and more colors. 

The PC conics with 2Mb of 
video memory, which can't be up- 
graded. As a result, we were un- 
able to run our high-end 
benchmark software on the 
GL6200 as it requires a nrinimnm 
of 4Mb of video RAM. Even so, 
the machine delivered a very im- 
press Business Winsione 97 score, 
and is well-designed in all re- 
spects. 

(Courtesy PC Magazine) 


rain from Seattle southward, 
where temperatures were likely to 
stay above freezing Sunday, Na- 
tional Weather Serv ice meteorolo- 
gist Stcn Tjadcn said. 

But steady rain and inciting 
snow posed new threats. A roof in 
northern Washington's Port Or- 
chard collapsed, sinking dozens of 
boats. Up to 200 cars lie trapped 
under a carport roof in Edmonds, 
and in another town the roof of a 
drug store caved m. . 

Television reports showed 
homes floating on Seattle's lakes. 
In some areas homeowners scram- 
bled to their roofs to scoop away 
heavy, sodden snow. 

Seattle’s airport reported only 
about 60 percent of scheduled 
flights were able to take off and 
land Sunday. Mountain roads 
were dosed. 

Portland International Airport 
Spokesman Darell Buttice told 
CNN the airport "had power out- 
ages twice this morning,” adding 
"we couldn't run the jetways to 
load or unload passengers.” 

"It was a very trying time for 
everyone,” Buttice said. 

Tire storm front extended as far 
south as California. San Francisco 
was experiencing heavy rains and 
the National Weather Service is- 
sued an advisory for winds up to 
100 kilometers (60 miles) per 
hour. 

Heavy rains on Thursday and 
Friday were blamed for dozens of 
traffic accidents and at least two 
freeway closures around Los An- 
geles on Friday. 

Saturday and Sunday were both 
fair, but more rain was predicted 
for early in the week, prompting 
fears that the New Year’s day 
Rose Parade in Pasadena would be 
rained on for the first time in 40 
years. 

The Weather Service issued a 
special weather statement for per- 
ennially sunny southern Califor- 
nia saying that “we are quite 
mriaiii it will be a wd week." 
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Japan Discovers the Power of 
Grass-Roots Movements 


MTTAKE, Japan — Like other 
out-of-the-way, easygoing places 
in Japan, Mitake, a former mining 
town, rarely saw its 20,000 
residents challenge authority. 

Bid that was before its outspo- 


recuperating. ”1 may have been 
hurt physically, but they haven't 
done a bit of harm to my spirit.” 

There have been no anests in 
the attack, but police suspect re- 
taliation for the mayor’s policies. 


n What frightened me was that no . one would be able to 
speak up after the mayor got atta ck ed. 12us may be a hick 
town. But the flame of democracy hasn’t died here yet. " 


bly. 

What surfaced were records 
showing that the previous admini- 
stration bad secretly given its sup- 
port to the waste project. The 
project became the top issue in a 
local election that sent 12 new 
members, all of whom questioned 
the plan, to the IS- member village 
assembly. 

That was when the trouble ba- 


leen mayor tried to keep an indus- 
trial waste disposal facility out of 
town, and be was nearly murdered 
by thugs «« ff parlmaitf h niHing 

Police suspect organized crime 
in the October 30 bludgeoning of 
Mayor Yoshiro Yanagawa, in- 
cluding gangs who stood to profit 
from the waste plant. 

The crime prompted Mitalce to 
take an unusual step: to schedule a 
referendum givii$> voters a chance 
to demand that the state govern- 
ment reverse its approval of the 
facility. 

Mitake, 270 kilometers (170 
miles) west of Tokyo, is one of 
several communities in Japan that 
are turning to referendoms to pre- 
sent their demands to the govern- 
ment. 

Although the referenda ms 
aren't binding, they are winning 
praise nationwide as milestones of 
democracy. In fact, they are 
emerging as striking examples of 
grass-roots action in the face of a 
political system that tends to de- 
mand respectful compliance from 
.citizens to their stale and national 
governments. 

Earlier this year, residents of 
the northwestern town of Maki 
voted "do" to a planned nuclear 
power plant 

Residents in Okinawa used 
their referendum to demand a re- 
duction in U.S. military bases on 
their southern islands. 

“What frightened me was that 
no one would be able to speak up 
after the mayor got attacked," said 
Tamotsu Tanaka, 59, a business- 
man who led the call for the Mi- 
take referendum. “This may be a 
hide town. But the flame of de- 
mocracy hasn't died here yet." 

Within a week of the assault, 
Tanaka and other volunteers had 
collected 1,151 signatures, far 
more than the 303 required by law 
for the referendum, ft most be held 
before June, and it will ask 
whether the village residents want 
the facility. 

“There is no other way they can 
have their voice heard," said Jim- 
Ichi Kyogoku. honorary professor 
or political science at Tokyo Uni- 
versity. "In Japan, It has long been 
the practice for the government to 
make the decisions, looking down 
on the people as not knowing any 
better." 

Planned for construction by a 
river that provides drinking water 
to several million people, the plant 
— the size of some 30 baseball 
fields — will collect rubber, plas- 
tic. wood scraps and other debris 
from major manufacturers across 
the nation. 

Opponents (car pollution to the 
air and water. 

Mayor Yanagawa, 63, is also 
sticking to his stand. 

Hospitalized for 40 days, 
Yanagawa only returned to work 
December 9. 

“To try to defeat someone 
through violence is unforgivable," 
be said in aa interview in an apait- 
ment be is using as an office while 


"When I ask myself why this 
happened to me, there really is no 
other possible explanation,” 
Yanagawa said. 

Ganpacbi Suzuki, spokesman 
for Toshhva Kogyo, the company 
proposing the plant, denied any 
involvement in the attack. 

Since 1991, Toshrwa Kogyo 
has invested hundreds of millions 


Newsletters published by right- 
wing groups began ac- 

cusing Yanagawa of foolishly 
banning a profitable project . 

Thugs began showing up at 
residents' meetings, m a ki ng sure 
participants knew they were being 

watched. 

By the end of August, a nxord- 


"To tty to defeat someone through violence ts 
unforgivable. I may have been hurt phystcally, but they 
haven’t done a bit of harm to wry spirit . n - 


of yen (millions of dollars) to 
move a dozen homes from the site. 
The company has also promised 
Mitake 3.5 billion yen ($31 mil- 
lion). about half Mitake's annual 
budget, over 15 years in compen- 
sation. 

A no-nonsense man who tow- 
ers over most Japanese at 181 cen- 
timeters (six feet), Yanatawa 
wasted no time in removing the 
shroud of secrecy that tradition- 
ally surrounded the village assent- 


ing of conversations Yanagawa 
had on his home phone turned up. 
An acquaintance found a wiretap 
on his line. 

"We never believed they w ould 
resort to this," Takako Okamolo, 
42, a housewife, said of the am- 
bush on Yanagawa. 

"But now my determination is 
stronger than ever," she said, look- 
ing forward the referendum that 
will allow her to support him. 

(API 


Matsushita Puls India Plans 
in Cold Storage 


BOMBAY — Japan's Matsushita 
Industrial Electric Co. Ltd. has put 
its ambitious growth plans in India 
on hold, citing a 'slowing 
consumer electronics market and 
poor response to its products, a 
report said recently. 

The leading business daily, the 
Economic Tunes ; said Matsushita, 
the world's largest consumer elec* 
Ironies company, earlier this year 
planned to invest more than $200 

million in India 

The investment was to cover 
the manufacture or home appli- 
ances, compressors, auto insertion 
machinery, video casette re- 
corders and telecom equipment 

It also planned to invest in a 
research and development facility 
as well as to increase the paid-up 
capital of its Iodian subsidiary Na- 
tional Panasonic India Lid. from 
the present $7.2 million to $1 1.4 
ntilfioa 

The newspaper, quoting un- 
named sources in the company, 
said: "Matsushita has now decided 
to defer all these plans, based on 
the less titan average response that 
its products have got in India, and 

the slowdown in the consumer 
electronics market. 

“Two years ago, when lltc com- 
pany entered India, it had pro- 
jected an annua! growth rale of 25 
percent in the consumer electron- 
ics market. 

“Based on this figure, Mat- 
sushita bad also forecast sale* of 
$1 billion by the turn of the cen- 
tury." 

But actual growth rhfr; year is 
expected to be about 10 percent 


It said the appointment of T. 
Nakajima as managing director of 
National Panasonic India Lid. was 
also one of the reasons for Mat- 
sushita’s Indian plans being put on 
hold. 

“Following the appointment ... 
the company has adopted a wait 
and watch attitude to the Indian 
market Nakajima refused to com- 
ment on Matsushita's strategy for 
the new year, saying It was under 
formulation," It said. 

The Economic Times said the 
Japanese company’s earlier plans 
were to put upa new, $100 million 
venture with India’s Videocon 
Group to produce refrigerators, 
washing machines an d air-condi- 
tioners at a factory near New 
Delhi. 

"This has been cut down to am 
initial investment of just 150 mil- 
lion rupees ($4.2$ million) for as- 
sembling air- conditioners in 
Madras. Videocon and Matsushita 
have also yet to agree on tbs equity 
structure of the new company," 
said the newspaper. 

The earlier investment plan 
also included $50 million for a 
compressor and auto insertion ma- 
chinery factory and $25 million in 
a factory to turnout 200.000 video 
casclle recorders every year. 


and Matsushita's sales are not ex- 
pected to crass 3 billion rupees 
(S85 million) in the 12 months to 
Much 1997, the newspaper said. 


pul in $30 million to msmu fo cto n ti 
telecom equipment in India 
The company 
to invest $5 millinyt in a 
research and development center 
by early 1997 to adapt several of 
its products to Indian conditions. 

Matsushita maAwtf fts prod- 
ucts under the National, Pana- 
sonic, Technics' and Qpastf brand 
names, said the newspaper. 

(Am 
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UNITED NATIONS — Ghana’s 
Kofi Annan took office 
Wednesday as the seventh UN 
secretary -general, following the 
departure of his predecessor 
' Boutros Boutros-Ghali. 

Fifty -eight-year-old Annan is 
to receive a full honor guard on 
Thursday when he arrives at UN 
headquarters in New York, as 
Wednesday was a public holiday 
in the United Slates. 

Annan is the ultimate UN in- 
sider, having spent his 30-year ca- 
reer in the UN system. 

Boutros-Ghali was leaving 
Wednesday for a two-day stop- 
over in Paris, before heading to his 
native Egypt where be plans to 
write his UN memoirs and a book 
on the Camp Savid peace process. 

Boutros-Ghali, 74. was ousted 
at the end of his first term as UN 
chief after Washington vetoed his 
candidacy for a second five-year 
mandate. 

Traditionally, UN chiefs serve 
out two terms, according to a geo- 
graphical rotation. Annan, the first 


- African from south of the Sahara 
to become the world’s top diplo- 
mat, won election as the repre- 
sentative of Africa after 
Boutros-Ghali put his name on 
hold following the U.S. veto. 

The Egyptian diplomat told re- 
porters on Tuesday that ire was 
leaving "with no bitterness."- 

Summing up his tenure, he 
said: T believe that I have tried to 
maintain a minumum of inde- 
pendence for the United Nations. 
And I believe that I was not suc- 
cessful to overcome tire financial 
crisis." 

Annan, whose election has 
been warmly welcomed by the 
Clinton administration, has 
pledged to make solving the finan- 
cial crisis a main priority. 

The crisis was triggered by 
Washington attac hing conditions 
to its payment of UN arrears, now 
totalling $1.3 billion. 

As former undersecretary-gen- 
eral for peacekeeping, Annan 
plans to develop UN readiness to 
intervene in crises before they ex- 
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pi ode into-full-scale conflicts. 

He recognises that the main 
challenge is on his own continent, 
with Central African states of the 
great lakes region tom by ethnic 
turmoil, while countries such as 
Angola advance along the road to 
peace prodded by the United Na- 
tions. (AFF) 


Thousands of Homeless in 
Tokyo’s Winter Streets 


j TOKYO — Japan may be a model 

I of economic prosperity in 

1 booming Asia, but thousands of 

homeless haunt streets and paries 
| in its wealthy cities and around 20 

die of cold and sickness in Tokyo 
- alone eveiy winter. 

% For the first time this year, rau- 
/loicipal authorities took a count of 
m homeless people in Tokyo and put 
/ the number at 3,300, of which 
\ some 1,000 were in the poor dis- 
trict of Sanya and 550 among the 
skyscrapers of ultra-modem Shin- 
^ juku. 

But not all accept the official 
assessment 


the most part, elderly or ill who 
can't find casual work or afford to 
pay fora bed in the dormitories of 
down-market hotels in the area. 

Early every morning, the 
agents forconstiuction projects go 
to Sanya to choose their workers 
for the day. But the oldest of the 
homeless, sometimes only 50 but 
with bodies worn out by work and 
alcohol, just lie on the floor. 

"They say every winter around 
20 people without shelter are 
found dead in the mornings on the 
pavement in Tokyo," said Ryoichi 
Ando, head of a social work center 
in Sanya. 

*»»*»»»» 7 ' v ,-r- jg 

| *• ‘v * ^ 




station. 

Municipal authorities then 
opened a prefabricated temporary 
shelter at Nagisa, farfrom the city 
center, on Vacant Land near To- 
kyo Bay. 

The center was closed In March 
but has opened again this winter. 
It has some 1,800 beds and is sur- 
rounded by wire fencing, in the 
fashion of a detention center. 

The boarders can get food and 
bathe. There are strict rules and the 
lights are turned out and the doors 
locked a little after sunset 

Many of tire homeless prefer to 
have more freedom, and live in the 
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UNITED NATIONS —UN Chief 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali Left office 
Tuesday at the end of a five-year 
term, saying that his greatest 
■ achievement had been to preserve 
the world body’s independence. 

The 74-year-okl Egyptian left 
the UN bu flding to warm applause 
from his staff after shaking bands 
with aides and staff members who 
were waiting to bid him goodbye. 

He told reporters he was hav- 
ing with "no bitterness at all,” fol- 


lowing Washington’s veto of his 
reelection. He is to be replaced on 
Wednesday by Kofi Annan of 
Ghana, until now the undersecre- 
tary-general responsible for 
peacekeeping. 

. Asked to specify his main 
achievement and his biggest sin- 
gle failure as UN chiet he replied: 
"I believe that I have tried to main- 
tain a minumum of independence 
for the United Nations. And I be- 
lieve that I was not successful to 
overcome the financial crisis." 

Washington's failure to pay its 
UN dues was a major bone of con- 
tention between Boutros-Ghali 
and the U.S. administration. 
Washington is refusing to pay 
$ 1 J billion in arrears to thie world 
body, making up almost half of the 
financially -strapped organiza- 
tion's total debt of 2JZ billion. 

Boutros-Ghali was among 
prominent officials asked by the 
New York Times to. contribute a 
New Year's resolution suggestion 
to President BiHCtinfon.. 

"President Clinton should: keep 
last year’s resolution," said Bou- 
tros-Ghali in Tuesday’s edition of 
the newspaper. 

"He promised to veto the reso- 
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hition recommending my reelec- 
tion as secretary-general, and then 
to pay what the Unhed States owes 
the United Nations. He's fulfilled 
• the fust part of his pledge, now he 
is obligated to fulfil the second." 

Boutros-Ghali spent, his last 
morning at his 38th floor office 
posing for photo opportunities, 
notably with about 50 Egyptian 
members of staff, and with the UN 
General Assembly President, 
Razali Ismail ofMakrysia. 

Bnt he made it clear that he did 
not intend to spend a quiet retire- 
ment. He. (dodged Tuesday that he 
would continue to serve the 
United . Nations "in different ca- 
pacities, among them as an emi- 
nent person. " 

He also stressed timt he would 
be available to his government and 
to the internati onal community for 
any mission which would further 
"peace, development and democ- 
racy-* 

Boutros-Ghali left New York 
on Wednesday for a stopover in 
Paris on his way back to Egypt 
where be plans to write books. He 
returns to Cairo on Friday. 

(APT) 


Malaysia to Launch Sweep lor 
1.2 Million Illegal Immigrants 


KUALA LUMPUR — Malaysia 
was preparing to deploy 3,000 
security personnel on a 
nationwide sweep for an estimated 
1.2 million illegal immigrants, 
following tire midnight expiry of a 
six-month amnesty on Tuesday. 

The personnel, including 1,000 
soldiers, will carry out door-to- 
door checks of homes, offices and 
night markets, sealing off certain 
parts of the Malay sia-thailand bor- 
der. 

Illegal workers will face expul- 
sion, and employers have also 
been threatened with stiff punish- 
ments. 

"A force of more than 3,000 
men is on standby, awaiting the 
order to go into action," Syed Ab- 
dul Zahid Wyed Ibrahim, an offi- 
cial at the department of Internal 


Security and Public Order; was re- 
ported saying in the New Straits 
Times. 1 

There are about 450,000 legal 
foreign workers, bnt more than 
one million illegal labourers In the 
country, mainly from Indonesia, 
Ba n gladesh , the Philippines, Thai- 
land, Pakistan, India and Burma, 
according to official estimates.' 

The government at mid-year 
offered the illegal workers six 
months to come forward, and 
about 300,000 have so far been 
registered by 17,000 employers, 
according to the immigration do 
i partmenL 

"But there are those who have 
not (registered) and it is time they 
face the music," Syed Abdul Zahid 
said. 

Malaysia's rapid economic 


growth, averaging more than eight 
percent per year since 1987,. has 
resulted in a labor crunch in the 
agricultural and construction sec- 
tors. 

Foreign workers have also been 
blamed for . social problems and 
outbreaks of communicable dis- 
eases amid crowded housing con- 
ditions. 

Under the patioorwkte crack- 
down, the illegal immigrants will 
be punished and then repatriated. 

Local employers who are 
. caught face hefty fines. - 

Under amendments to imnri- 
- g ration laws that are awaiting 
royal assent,, employers can be 
caned, jailed a maximum of five 
; years and fined up to 30,000 ring- 
git ($12,000) for hiring illegal 
workers, officials warned. - (aff) 
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Indonesia’s Population Closes on 200 Million 


"This figure is loo low." said 
Sister Halsuki Murakami, man- 
ager of the Tokyo branch of 
French Charity Emma us. 

"I’ve heard it said that, in the 
opinio n of volunteers who help the 
homeless, there are in reality more 
than 10,000. 

"In Japan, despite the apparent 
prosperity, there are many situ- 
ations of urgency and of distress. 
These generally need help. When 
the public services don't do their 
social work, the marginalized and 
impoverished find themselves 
completely alone." 

In Sanya the homeless are, for 
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"It isn't only the cold. They 
have often had too much -to drink 
and go to sleep but never wake 
up." 

In Shinjuku and in the parks, 
many of the homeless live in card- 
board boxes, where they find a 
little privacy by squeezing in with 
their few belongings. 

Their possessions usually in- 
clude some threadbare clothes, 
cooking utensils and some old 
books and comics. 

Last January, several hundred 
homeless people were forcibly re- 
moved by police from a> railway 
underpass near Shinjuku 's train 
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streets. 

But not all of the homeless are 
paupers. There are some who de- 
cided to quit the rigid constraints 
of Japanese society, sacrificing 
material comforts for lives as 
homeless bat free vagabonds. 

"I know of a number of home- 
less 'people, former workers who 
have dropped out, who spend their 
days In tire warmth of libraries 
where they are among books and 
learning. At night they return to 
their cardboard homes underneath 
the trees of Yoyogi Park," Hatsuki 
said. 

(AFP) 


JAKARTA — The population of 
Indonesia, the world’s fourth 
largest nation, has reached 199.7 
million people. Population 
Minister Haryono Suyono has 
said. 

Suyono, head of the National 
Family Planning Board, said the 


current population level was less 
than had been expected, the offi- 
cial Antara news agency reported. 

The minister cited forecasts 
winch said Indonesia’s population 
would reach 280 million by 2000. 
He did not say if this was the cur- 
rent forecast 


Suyono attributed the lower 
populationlevd to an official birth, 
control drive, which he said had. 
reduced the number of children 
per fondly from six in 1970 to just 
2:6 in 1996. 

Indonesia is the world’s most 
populous Muslim natioa • (AFP) 
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China Adapts Law on Army 
Garrison in Hong Kong 


BEU1NG — China has passed a 
law to regulate the behavior of 
People's Liberation Army (FLA) 
troops stationed in Hong Kong 
alter it reverts to Chinese 
sovereignty on July 1, next year. 
Xinhua news agency said 

The law was adopted Monday 
by the standing committee of the 
National People's Congress 
(NPC) — the country’s highest 
legislative body. 

Four years in the drafting, the 
final document was approved after 

last minu<e ame ndments from the 

standing committee, including one 
that tightened the ban on PLA 
troops from engaging in any com- 
mercial activities. 

“The troops and military per- 
sonnel shall not be engaged in 
profit-making businesses by any 
forms, nor can the military person- 
nel be engaged in any other activ- 
ity incompatible with their obliga- 
tion." the redrafted amendment 
said. 

Since the launching of China's 
economic reforms in 1979, the 
PLA has grown into one of 
China’s largest business conglom- 
erates with lucrative commercial 
interests in sectors ran g in g from 
space technology to icecream 
production. 

Under the law, the military ju- 
dicial authorities on the mainland 
will handle all criminal cases in- 
volving military personnel on 
duty, while the courts in the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Re- 
gion (SAR) — as the territory will 
be known after the handover — 
will deal with off-duty cases. 


* 



“1 am certain that PLA troops 
will study every provision of the 
law, and Hong Kong residents are 
welcome to cooperate with the 
troops and see that their actions 
are in accordance with the law," 
said standing committee member 
Zhou Nan. who is also director of 
the Xinhua news agency in Hong 


Kong — Beijing’s de facto consu- 
late in the territory. 

Tsang Hin-Chi, the only stand- 
ing commitee member from Hong 
Kong, said he was confident the 
people of the future SAR could 
accept the law totally. 

The legislation will come into 
effect immediately on July 1 .(AFP) 


Peru Embassy Siege Eclipses 
Shining Path Rebels 


LIMA - The shining path rebel 
group held center-stage through 
16 years of war in Peru — until 13 
days ago. 

With the audacious siege of the 
Japanese ambassador's residence, 
the tittle-known Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement 

(MRTA) has now eclipsed the 
bloodier and stronger Shining 
Path as the higbest-praOk rebel 
group in Peru. 

The 20 heavily armed MRTA 
rebels, explosives strapped to their 
backs, captured high-level diplo- 
mats, politicians and businessmen 
and stormed onto the front pages 
all over the world. 

The MRTA no more than 100- 
strong nationwide, with one stroke 
sidelined the Shining Path, which 
is 10 times larger and one of the 
most feared rebel armies in Latin 
America. 

'The Shining Path differs from 
the MRTA in that it has never 
been in the same business of 
armed propaganda.’’ said a British 
authority on Peruvian politics, 
John Crabtree. 

“But now there is a possibility 
that members of the Shining Path 
— especially in Lima — will be 
-attracted to the MRTA because 
they are seen doing more and 
grabbing more attention." he said. 

All of Peru — and much of the 
world — was talking about the 
MRTA rebels, who had freed 
most of their 500 plus VIP hos- 
tages but still held 83 on Monday. 

The Shining Path made news 
only once during the siege with an 
attack that did little more than re- 
inforce the government’s allega- 
tion that their members are more 


like common criminals than free- 
dom-fighters. 

On Christmas day, 20 Shining 
Path guerrillas stabbed six men to 
death in the northern province of 
Chiclayo about 500 miles (800 
km) north of Lima in a reprisal for 
their family's collaboration with 
the police, authorities said 

'There is a big difference be- 
tween the two. The Shining Path 
is much bloodier," taxi driver 
Hugo Seminario said. ‘‘If it had 
been the Shining Path (at (he resi- 
dence), they would have lulled at 
least 10 by now. " In contrast, 
conscious of the publicity it was 
generating, MRTA was not likely 
to kill any hostages, David Scott 
Palmer, an author on Peruvian 
guerrillas, based in Boston, said 

The two groups arc rivals, with 
the MRTA drawing inspiration 
from Cuban communism while 
the Shining Path prefers Maoism. 
Prisoners from the two armies 
have in the past attacked each 
other in jail and the groups have 
never operated together. 

Granted a worldwide audience, 
Nestor Cerpa Cartolinl the mas- 
termind of the siege leading the 
rebels inside the compound has 
not lost the opportunity to hit out 
at the Maoists. 

“Wc cannot accccpt that wc 
continue (o be compared to the 
Shining Path, an organization that 
wc have repeatedly condemned 
for its irrational use of violence 
that affects the Peruvian people 
themselves.” he said in a state- 
ment read by a freed hostage. 

The MRTA emerged in the 
1980s as a Robin . Hood-style 


movement that hijacked trucks 
and distributed goods to peasants. 
But as it gradually stepped up its 
kidnapping and bombing opera- 
tions and strengthened its links to 
the illegal drags trade, the group 
dramatically tost favor. 

Nevertheless, the MRTA has 
been responsible for a fraction of 
the death toll in Peru's guemilia 
wars, according to a leading Peru- 
vian analyst on the rebel groups. 
Caries Tapia. Of 30,000 lives tost, 
the MRTA has killed no more 
than 200 soldiers, while as many 
as 20,000 civilian have died at the 
hands of the Shining Path or Peru- 
vian security forces, he added. 

Throughout the embassy siege, 
the MRTA has claimed the attack 
was necessary to force the govern- 
ment into a dialoge aimed at a per- 
manent peace accord. 

In contrast, the Shining Path, 
which for several years after the 
1992 capture of hs leader, Abi- 
rnael Guzman, made overtures to 
hold their own negotiations, has 
now clearly left behind its flirta- 
tion with peace. 

Severely weakened since 
Guzman’s imprisonment, the 
group surged back onto its violent 
path earlier this year and raised 
public fears of a real comeback 
with a deadly campaign of coordi- 
nated bombings and murders 
across the country. 

“The Shining Path has been 
eclipsed in the media but on the 
ground it has much more activ- 
ity,” Crabtree said. “Not as strong 
as it once was, it prevails over 
large areas and still has the ability 
to operate in various theatres. ” 
(Reuter ) 


Racial Issue Raised in Singapore 
Election Campaign 


SINGAPORE - Singapore’s lop 
leaders have dared an opposition 
candidate to sue them after calling 
him a Chinese chauvinist whose 
views could undermine peace in 
the multiracial city-state, press- 
reports said Monday-. 

The issue has given a racial 
tinge to the campaign for Thurs- 
day’s general elections in Uic is- 
land of three million people. 77 
percent of whom arc ethnic Chi- 
nese, 14 percent Malay and seven 
percent Indian. 

Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong 
and senior minister Lee Kuan 
Yew, in totters published Monday 
by the Straits Times Dai/v. stood 
by their views on Tang Liang 
Hong and refused to apologize for 
calling him a Chinese chauvinist. 

Goh also said Tang could have 
a damaging impact on Singapore's 
multiracial and multilingual soci- 
ety if he was elected to Parlia- 


ment ■- _ 

Tang. 61. a lawyer who is 
standing as a Workers’ Party can- 
didate in a multiptoseat ward, had 
threatened to sue them for saying 
. he held 'radical views on (be pro- 
motion of Chinese language and 
culture. 

Goh's lawyers said in the re- 
joinder addressed to Tang's law 
firm that the premier “stands by 
everything he said. '* “Our di- 
era will continue to repeat the 
statements that he has made. Our 
client's statements arc correct in 
facts where they arc facts and as 
fair comment where they arc com- 
ment.” the totter said. 

It invited Tang to “imnicdialcly 
commence proceedings against 
our client " Lawyers repre- 
senting senior minister Lee. 73, 
also said he had no intentions of 
retracting his statements and that 
he looked forward to “the of the 


writ against him. *' The issue 
goes back to a 1994 speech by 
Tang, who allegedly said there 
were too many' Christians and 

Fngi ic h- p^iratwi Singaporeans in 

the cabinet and civil service. 

In a 1995 community dialog, he 
reportedly said political power 
was concentrated in the English- 
educated elite while the Chinese- 
educated were left out of the - 
mainstream. 

Tang has denied being anti- 
Christian and said the ruling Peo- 
ple’s Action Party bad labeled him 
a chauvinist to frighten voters and 
prevent him from entering Parlia- 
ment. 

The PAP has rated this island 
republic uninterrupted since 1959 
and is guaranteed a majority in (he 
next Parliament as the opposition 
is not contesting for a majority of 
seals. 

(AFP) 
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Kabul’s Office for Doing Good 
and Abstaining From Evil 



KABUL - On the fourth floor of a 
Kabul building that still advertises 
itself as the Afghan computing 
center are the offices of amar bel 
maruf wa nahi al mtmkar — the 
Department for Doing Good and 
Abstaining From Evil. 

“The point of the department is 
to order people to abstain from do- 
ing bad things and to do good 
things,’’ says department deputy- 
director . Manlawi Enayatullah 
Baligh. 

The department is ran by the 
purist Islamic Taleban movement, 
who captured Kabul in late Sep- 
tember and have vowed to take the 
rest of the country and impose 
their strict vision of Islamic law 
on the entire populatioa 


away, would constitute an insult 
to the deity; 

A receitf decree, over the signa- 
ture of the General President of 
the General Presidency, Maulawi 
Raflullah Mnazin, threatens Af- 
ghan women if they apply for jobs 
with foreign aid agencies working 
in Af ghanistan. 

“We kindly request all our Af- 
ghan sisters to not apply for jobs 
in foreign agencies and to avoid 
going there. Otherwise if they are 
chased, threatened or investigated 
by us, they will bear the responsi- 
bility,” it says. 

Foreign agencies should avoid 
employing Afghan females “we 
also declare to foreign agencies to 
respect the issued regulation of Is- 
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streets and in the markets. The in- 
vitation department has the right 
to inform people what is wrong 
and invite them to do the right 
thing. 

Tf people repeatedly disregard 
the instructions of the department, 
we can punish them with lashings 
and beatings.” Baligh said the Su- 
preme Court deals with cases of 
major crimes such as murder and 
adultery, but the department can 
issue limited punishments. “The 
job of the department is to advise 
and threaten people. In case of 
people not listening to us, we can 
sentence them to up to 39 lashes.” 
he added. 

The members of the Investiga- 
tion Department, however, are al- 


tfrr-?:. 








- 

f 



J-mm 


- Jrr- -.r ; 


It operates under the orders of 
Mullah Mohammed Omar, the 
Taleban leader, and is independent 
of other state organs. 

"The Amir-al-Mominccn. 
leader of the faithTul (a title 
awarded to mullah Omar by the 
Taleban) has the right to force- 
fully order people to do good 
things.” Baligh told Reuters. 

The department's edicts include 
banning women from most jobs 
forcing them to cover themselves 
completely, including their faces, 
outside the home and outlawing 
paper bags because they might 
have the name of God printed or 
written on them and, if thrown 


Ianric state of Afghanistan and 
(hey should strictly avoid employ- 
ing Afghan females.” Baligh said 
the department has 15 sub-depart- 
ments. including those of investi- 
gation, publicity and invitation. 

“We work on tire principle of 
what Islam has ordered. We have 
our clerics who sit together and 
discuss issues from the viewpoint 
of Islam and the welfare of soci- 
ety,” lie said. 

“After discussion we ' inform 
the people of our decisions 
through the mass media If the or- 
ders arc not implemented, we have 
the investigating department who 
go out and see the situation in (he 


lowed to shoot to kill if they 
witness a murder in progress. x ~ 
The punishment for murderers fj . ' 
and married adulterers is death. '*■ ^ 
Unmarried adulterers recieve 100‘ - ^ 

lashes. ’. r . 

Relative executes murdere*' ^ ^ 
convicted of killing family the dc- - *■*- , 

partxneni overlooks a school 
where a murderer was executed on : • . 
December 18 by the lather of tfe/’ . 
family he was convicted of killing * 
the first such execution since the * 

Taleban took Kabul. •• . 

Baligh said the edict tha. ", 
women should only leave tb : ' 
house wearing the Banja, \ 

(Contd on Pg- 14) V 
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